MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON DECEMBER 14, 2004

CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Smithson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Bryan Smithson, Vice-Mayor Jeff Font, Council members Mike DeWitt, Vince Budenholzer, Cynthia Stuart, Mary Bradley and Spike Simmons. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember Bradley led the pledge of allegiance and Councilmember Stuart gave the invocation. 

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Smithson read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

Attorney Morgan Brown, City Manager David Newlin, Finance Director Amber Hill, Grants Writer/Administrator Mary French-Jones and City Clerk Cher Millage. 

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on November 30, 2004 were presented for review.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Mayor Smithson announced that the Navajo/Apache Mayors and Councilmembers meeting would be held either on January 4 or 5th and asked Council, which date, worked better for them?   Councilmembers were in agreement that the 4th worked best.

Mayor Smithson informed Council that the Cities and Towns Day at the Legislature would be held on January 20, 2005.

Councilmember Stuart announced that on January 20, 2005 there would be an ADOT Transportation Board meeting in Bullhead City.  Councilmember Stuart informed the Council that Bill Jeffers would be honored at this function.

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

NONE.

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Council Members:

A. Councilmember Stuart reported that she had attended the APS Focus Future Forum in Camp Verde and it was a tremendous.  Councilmember Stuart stated that she would like to see a work session held on this.  Councilmember Stuart presented each Councilmember with a poster from APS on HOW TO BUILD A COMMUNITY. Councilmember Bradley thanked Councilmember Stuart for asking to schedule a work session.


Manager’s Report:

A. City Manager Newlin stated that he felt the City Christmas Party was a great success and that the employees had been recognized for their years of service. Grants Writer/Administrator Mary French-Jones thanked the Council for the Christmas Party and stated she felt it was a great success.

B. Manager Newlin stated if there was anything further he could do to facilitate communications between Council and himself to please let him know.

C. Grants Writer/ Administrator French-Jones informed the Council that the CDBG surveys are almost complete with only 60 household left and 282 households surveyed.  Ms. Jones stated that the public has been wonderful and she thanked the Fire Department for their help with the surveys. Councilmember Bradley asked Ms. Jones how the households to be surveyed were chosen.  Ms. French-Jones stated that it was based using residential water accounts choosing every 4th household with a total target of 375 households.  

 CLAIMS:

Councilmember Stuart asked what the payment to Jim Hagen was for?  Finance Director Hill responded that it was computer training and the Library, which was grant, funded. Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $199,472.64. Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Grants Writer/Administrator French-Jones reported to the Council that two proposals had been received.  Ms. French-Jones thanked Tom Hieb with Planning and Zoning Commission for reviewing the RFP’s.  Ms. French-Jones stated that the RFP’s were so close that it basically came down to the dollar amount.  Ms. French-Jones also stated that Community Sciences Corporation had the most recent experience, more experience with General Plans and has come highly recommended.  Councilmember Stuart asked what the target start date would be for this project.  Grants Writer/Administrator French-Jones stated that the overall target for adoption of the General Plan is August 9, 2005.  Councilmember Stuart stated the Council needed to get with their goals before this process starts.  Councilmember Stuart made a motion to award the proposal to Community Sciences Corporation in the amount of $29,000.00.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Councilmember Stuart asked for a work session to discuss goals the first week in January.  

(Item #B)

Finance Director Hill stated that Staff has issued payment to the maximum allowable contract to Jensen and Cooper for the Manager search and an additional $4,795.00 is needed to complete payment.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve final payment to Jensen and Cooper in the amount of $4.795.00.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he would like a work session on the search, how it went and what went wrong.

(Item #C)

Finance Director Hill informed the Council that with the last payment for one of the last Attorney’s bills the line item for Professional and Consulting has been exceeded.  Ms. Hill stated that in order to continue process payments from this line item it would need to be increased. By $100,000.00 from contingency to carry through the end of the fiscal year.  Councilmember DeWitt commented that the line item was expended before half the year was up. Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to approve the budget amendment in the amount of $100,000.00 to be taken from Contingency.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously 

(Item #D)

Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to appoint Councilmember Simmons as representative to the Little Colorado RC&D Council.  Councilmember Bradley seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 (Item #E)

Mayor Smithson presented Ordinance 04-14 captioned as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, AMENDING CHAPTER 3, SECTION 3-4-4, OBSTRUCTION OF STREETS OF THE HOLBROOK CITY CODE AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to adopt the Ordinance.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded. A roll call vote was held with the following results:  Councilmember Stuart, “aye”, Councilmember Bradley, “aye”, Councilmember Budenholzer, “aye”, Councilmember DeWitt, “aye”, Councilmember Simmons, “aye”, Vice-Mayor Font, “aye” and Mayor Smithson, “aye”. Councilmember DeWitt asked what the penalty was?  Attorney Brown stated that it would be a Class I Misdemeanor with the maximum penalty of $2500.00 fine and 6 months in jail.  

(Item #F)

Vice-Mayor Font reported that 27 ½ Christmas decorations were working, 9 ½ not working and 17 on the hills, which are not wired at all.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that this is disappointing to him and wanted to know how it can be fixed.   Vice-Mayor Font suggested that the Council look at a plan to spend a few thousand dollars each year to buy things to decorate downtown.  Councilmember Budenholzer stated that Lisa Johnson from APS had told him that some of these poles do not have wiring and that this will be rectified over a period of time.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he had brought this item to the Council about 10 years ago and was quite vocal about it and the problem has still not been fixed.   Councilmember Bradley stated that the number one issue was money and that priorities need to be set and a beautification plan established which includes more that just Christmas lights.  Manager Newlin stated that he has contacted APS regarding power on the light poles and that the streetlights, which will be replaced during the Navajo Widening Project, will be wired.  Manager Newlin stated that this did not take care of Hopi Drive but felt this could be taken care of.  Councilmember Stuart suggested a Christmas Beautification Committee be established.  Manager Newlin stated that he would pursue this matter and would contact any persons that the Council thought would be interested. 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purposes of discussion or consultation with the City Attorney regarding pending litigation-C-5 Engineering and to review the minutes form the November 30, 2004 executive session.  Councilmember Bradley seconded and the Council adjourned into executive session at 7:25 p.m.

POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Smithson adjourned the executive session by unanimous consent at 8:48 p.m.  Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to approve the minutes of the executive session held on November 30, 2004. Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Councilmember DeWitt commented that the C-5 Engineering thing as been a terrible thing which this Council inherited.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that it has been legal issue after legal issue and it is finally going to be brought to an end.  Councilmember DeWitt noted that even though this is not an easy pill to swallow the City does have a very good treatment plant which won the Plant of the Year award.  Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to accept the mediators finding of $150,000.00 settlement due from C-5 Engineering.  Councilmember Budenholzer seconded.   Councilmember Simmons stated that he felt a very hard lesson has been learned from this.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that as the Council designee for participation in the mediation he had found himself very angry as he found out that the strong case, which he felt we had turned out to not be such a strong case after all.  Councilmember Budenholzer stated that he felt it was time to be positive about the treatment plant and move forward.  Councilmember Bradley stated that information had been given to Council in executive session which caused the change in thought process and that she agreed with Councilmember Budenholzer that it was time to think positive and move forward and she agreed with this decision. The Mayor called for the question and the motion carried unanimously.  

COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:  

Councilmember Stuart wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Manager Newlin assured the Council that  there were no items for the agenda  for the meeting on December 28, 2004.  Mayor Smithson stated if no business comes up this meeting will not be held.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Mayor Smithson adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 9:03 p.m.

________________________

          Bryan Smithson, Mayor
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