MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON JULY 27, 2004

CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Smithson called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Bryan Smithson, Vice-Mayor Jeff Font, Councilmembers Mary Bradley, Cynthia Stuart, Mike DeWitt, Vince Budenholzer and Spike Simmons.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember Simmons led the pledge of allegiance and Reverend Felix Velasquez gave the invocation. 

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Smithson read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

City Manager Fern Larson, Attorney Morgan Brown, Finance Director Amber Hill, Public Works Director Ron Eisele, Librarian Wendy Skevington and City Clerk Cher Millage.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the work session held on July 12, 2004 and the minutes of regular meeting held on July 13, 2004 were presented for review.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Francie Payne, Holbrook Kiwanis petitioned the Council regarding sanitation charges for the First Step Workshop. Ms. Payne is asking if the Council would consider letting the First Step Workshop utilize the transfer site for no charge as individuals drop off unusable donations during the weekends and at night when there is no one there to refuse them.  Ms. Payne explained that the Workshop then has to pay to dispose of these items and by waiving the fee at the transfer site they will be aiding in cleaning up the City 

Elizabeth Budenholzer voiced her thanks for the traffic light at Florida and Navajo.  Mrs. Budenholzer thanked Staff, ADOT, the Council and anyone else who had anything to do with getting the traffic light installed.  

Teri Tafoya, Grad Night Chairman gave a follow-up report to the Council on the recent grad night.  Ms. Tafoya reported that 143 students were in attendance at the event with 40% of the graduating class attending.  Ms. Tafoya thanked the Council for their donation and stated that she hoped they would continue to donate to this cause.  

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Council Members:

A. Vice-Mayor Font reported that the School District would be expending $200,000 to improved and upgrade the appearance at the High School Football field.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that the School District has hired a contractor to replace the steps and retaining wall leading up to the field.

B. Councilmember Stuart asked if it would be possible to have all Department Heads give an annual report during the Council meeting for their department.  City Manager Larson stated that this is a possibility if this is what the Council desires.



Manager’s Report:

A. Manager Larson reported that the Sun Valley well is completed and paperwork has been submitted to ADEQ, which will probably take them 30-60 days to process.

B. Manager Larson reported that the Ridgecrest sewer line has been drawn up and submitted to Engineer for approval.  

C. Public Works Director Eisele reported that the Railroad Depot project is moving along even though it doesn’t appear that way.  Mr. Eisele stated that a temporary occupancy request has been filed with BNSF and will take approximately 30 days to be approved.  Until this permit is received no work in the depot can be started. 

D. Manager Larson presented Cassy Eisele with a clock in commemoration of her recent retirement after completing 29 years of employment with the City.  Mrs. Eisele officially retired July 24, 2004.

E. Councilmember Stuart asked Public Works Director Eisele for a worksheet on Sun Valley which includes all the costs.

CLAIMS:

Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $497,446.05.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to table this item until the next regular meeting.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the item was tabled.

NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

City Clerk Millage reported that after she had submitted a request to pay for registration to the Annual League of Cites and Towns Conference for the Council she had been advised by Finance Director Hill that all Council travel and training had to be approved in advance by the Council so she is bringing this item to Council for their approval or denial.  Councilmember Budenholzer stated that he no intention of the City paying for his golf he would pay this himself and that he also has housing available which will not cost the City anything.  Councilmember Budenholzer stated that he felt it was very important that the City be represented at the conference and Councilmember Simmons agreed.  Mayor Smithson commented that the City normally enters a booth in the Festival, which costs around $1000.00.  City Clerk Millage reported that she had talk to other City Clerks in the area and the Cities of Winslow and Payson will not have a booth and there is a possibility we can share a booth with Show Low or Pinetop Lakeside. Councilmember Budenholzer stated that he would like a representative there to carry the City flag. Council determined to have Councilmember Simmons to be the flag bearer.  Mayor Smithson stated that last year the booth advertised the mural and Liz Nichols participated by autographing postcards of the mural.  Mayor Smithson stated that we have also advertised the Sheriff’s Posse by handing out their neckerchiefs and have promoted the golf course by distributing free golf passes.   Mayor Smithson thanked those who have been involved in the booth process and all their hard work for the past few years:  Libby Budenholzer, Fern Larson, Nancy Smithson, Cheryl Gibbons and Cher Millage.  Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to approve the travel for Councilmember’s who want to go and do not to have a booth.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember Bradley asked that the Council who are attending to please participate in conference items which are obtainable by the City.  

(Item #B)

Public Works Director Eisele presented bid results for the lot supplies. Mr. Eisele is recommending awarding the bids as submitted.  Mayor Smithson made a motion to award the bids for Lot #1 to Mark Davis is the amount of $102.00, Lot #2 to Raymond Spinks in the amount of $50.00 Lot #3 to Raymond Spinks in the amount of $40.00.  Councilmember Budenholzer seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 (Item #C)

Finance Director Hill requested that the Council set a public hearing and Special Meeting for the budget adoption for August 3, 2004 at 6:00 p.m.  Ms. Hill stated that it is mandatory to held a public hearing on the budget one week prior to adoption.  Councilmember Budenholzer made a motion to hold the public hearing and meeting on August 3, 2004 at 6:00 p.m.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

(Item #D)

Manager Larson presented a listing of issue bin items that have arisen during the budget work sessions.  Manager Larson stated that Finance Director Hill has said that some items can be addressed in memorandum form and she suggests those be moved to the end of the list.  Manager Larson suggested that Council concentrate on those items that will take one or more hours to discuss and asked that Council give her some dates to schedule these items.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he would like Staff to prioritize the listing and bring to Council before work session dates are set.  Manager Larson stated that she felt the Personnel Policy revisions should be the number one priority as Council has been working on them for more than six months.  Council set the work session for Personnel Policy for August 3, 2004 after the public hearing and special meeting.  

 (Item #E)

Mayor Smithson presented Resolution 04-14 captioned as follows:  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CIYT OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, SUPPORTING THE COUNTY OF NAVAJO’S APPLICATION TO THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

The resolution is for a grant application for historic courthouse improvements.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the Resolution.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded.  Councilmember DeWitt asked what the City’s share of this grant would be.  Finance Director Hill responded 5.7% match funds in the amount of $28,500.00. A roll call vote was held with the following results:  Councilmember Stuart, “aye”, Councilmember DeWitt, “aye”, Councilmember Bradley, “aye”, Councilmember Budenholzer, “aye”, Vice-Mayor Font, “aye”, Councilmember Simmons, “aye”, and Mayor Smithson, “aye”.  

(Item #F)

Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to move this item to executive session.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

NONE

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purposes of discussion or consultation for legal advice on any item listed and to consider its position and instruct its attorneys regarding contracts that are the subject of negotiations-NPC.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Council adjourned into executive session at 7:37 p.m.

POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Council reconvened into regular session at 8:21 p.m.  Mayor Smithson announced that a committee would be formed to make recommendations regarding the joint use facility.  Mayor Smithson will chair and he will ask Finance Director Hill and Grants Writer/Administrator French-Jones to participate as committee members along with other members who will be named later.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Mayor Smithson adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 8:21p.m.

                                                                                   ________________________

        Bryan Smithson, Mayor

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the 27th Day of July 2004. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                                      __________________________
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