MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON JULY 13, 2004

CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Smithson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Bryan Smithson, Vice-Mayor Jeff Font, Councilmembers Mary Bradley, Cynthia Stuart, Mike DeWitt, Vince Budenholzer and Spike Simmons.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember Stuart led the pledge of allegiance and Bishop Vince Farr of the Church of Jesus Christ and Latter Day Saints gave the invocation. 

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Smithson read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

City Manager Fern Larson, Attorney Michael Brown, Finance Director Amber Hill, Public Works Director Ron Eisele, Librarian Wendy Skevington and City Clerk Cher Millage.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on June 22, 2004 were presented for review.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Mayor Smithson introduced Jan Cooper from the City Manager search firm Jensen and Cooper saying that she would be interviewing several Holbrook residents to get an idea what they are looking for in a City Manager.

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

NONE.

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Council Members:

A. Councilmember Simmons reported on a purposed Little Colorado River RC&D action team project for salt cedar eradication and re-vegetation in Winslow.  Mr. Simmons stated that the Bureau of Reclamation would pay 50% of this project.  Councilmember Simmons stated that he is on the committee and at this time the project is in the planning stage and he will keep Council up-dated.
B. Councilmember Simmons reported on the Apache/Navajo County Mayor’s and Councilmember's Association meeting held July 12, 2004 at Torreon Golf Course in Show Low. Councilmember Simmons stated that he felt the hi-light of the meeting was that Steve Owens, Director of ADEQ was in attendance along with a number of members of his staff and Mr. Owens provided an update on the underground storage tank issue.  Mr. Simmons stated that he felt ADEQ was trying harder to work with the smaller rural communities.  Councilmember Simmons stated that one of the most important things discussed at this meeting was purposed resolution saying that if the smaller communities agree with each other they carry a lot more clout.  One resolution being suggested is that the cities have more input on liquor licenses. Councilmember Simmons stated that State Shared Revenues were also discussed along with the fact that the State tries to interfere with the amount the cities collect.
C. Councilmember Stuart reported that a meeting was held in Casa Grande last week on Community Image and that Charlie Hendrickson of APS has assured that he will get this meeting to come to the northern part of the State.
D. Councilmember Stuart reported that Brent Brown the Governor’s Rural Liaison has asked that anyone who is interested in serving on a Board or Commission for the Governor’s Office please offer to do so as rural representation is needed. J.R. DeSpain County Supervisor reported that he had heard a rumor that the 2 recommended individuals for the EDA are both from the South County and asked that Council consider a name for representation and submits it for this committee.
E. Councilmember DeWitt read a letter to the editor from Betty Jo Gillespie commending the Fire Department on the annual barbeque and fireworks.    Councilmember DeWitt stated that he would like to echo her words and noted that this was the 37th Annual 4th of July barbeque; he has eaten all of them and plans to eat at the next 37.  Mr. DeWitt publicly thanked the Firemen for what they do for the City and to him it is the best day and biggest day we have in Holbrook.  Mr. DeWitt stated that it makes him think of how great of a country we have and the words of the Francis Scott Key Words and we can see the flag still stands.
F. Mayor Smithson reported on the meeting of the Apache/Navajo County Mayor’s and Councilmember’s Association stating that he had spoken with Steve Owens and Byron James regarding 1306.  Mayor Smithson reported that representatives of ADEQ are meeting with local residents July 14, 2004 to explain this bill to them.
G. Mayor Smithson stated that he also visited with Chris Udall, representative for Rick Renzi’s office yesterday at the meeting regarding economic development.  Mayor Smithson stated that Mr. Udall had called him today to inform him that the Petrified Forest expansion is moving forward.
H. Councilmember Stuart stated that as we are at the end of our fiscal year that she would like to give Staff and the employees a big hand for going above and beyond duty this year and deserve recognition and appreciation for all that they do. Councilmember Budenholzer seconded Councilmember Stuart’s commendation. 
I. Mayor Smithson announced that August is “Something Good “ month for Channel 3 News explaining that if a community does something worthwhile a project it could be showcased during August 7 through August 29 to promote local nonprofit agencies, community needs and volunteerism.   Mayor Smithson stated that it would be good to come up with a project for this.  Councilmember Bradley asked if the Mayor could provide the entire Council with a copy of this letter.
Manager’s Report:

A. City Manager Larson read a letter of appreciation from the Holbrook Congregation of Jehovah’s Witness for all the assistance with getting their new church built.  

B. Manager Larson recognized the following individuals for their years of service for the month of July:  David Hall, 6 years, John Lamb, 7 years, Jackie Ledford 9 years and Manager Larson, 24 years.

C. Manager Larson reported that the 3rd Street surfacing has been completed.

D. Manager Larson reported that all sub-grade failures on Buffalo have been fixed and seal coating will be completed.

E. Manager Larson reported that water and sewer issues for the residents on Ridgecrest are being addressed.

CLAIMS:

Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $414,114.89.  Councilmember Bradley seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

Vice-Mayor Font stated that Finance Director Hill has weathered the questions on the budget quite well but he hopes that they both had learned from this experience.  Mayor Smithson commended Finance Director Hill on her work on the budget as well as the Staff and stated he appreciated the fact that Councilmembers had brought up the issues that they did.  Councilmember Simmons agreed with Mayor Smithson’s comments.  Councilmember Bradley stated that this budget was very difficult and that she is proud of the Council for making the cuts and living within their means.  Councilmember Bradley also said that she would appreciate it if Staff would let Council know when there is not money for something, let the Council know the bottom line as she feels that none of them want to go in the hole.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to accept the fiscal year 2004-2005 budget and financial plan.  Councilmember Budenholzer seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember DeWitt commented that next year he hoped we didn’t wait until the 11th hour to pass it saying “we wait to long and I gripe about it every year and next year I will be very forceful that we get it done before the last hour so let’s all work towards that goal.”  Finance Director Hill stated that there was a calendar this year and it had been stuck very tightly to but she will say in anticipation for the enforcement that the closer you get to June the more accurate the figures will be and the earlier that Council has the budget the more the chances are that there will be significant changes will occur.  Councilmember Bradley stated that the goals and objectives could be taken care of early and the focus on the financial aspects after that.  Councilmember Simmons stated that he could related to Councilmember DeWitt’s concerns over the budget as he had the same problem when he first came onto Council but as the years have gone on he has come to realized that yes you need to start planning well ahead but those last minute changes are inevitable and he is more comfortable with the process now.

NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Mayor Smithson thanked Mr. Phillips for attending the meeting this evening.  Mayor Smithson presented Resolution 04-13 captioned as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A MEMORIAL TO VIETNAM VETERANS.

Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to accept the resolution as presented.  Councilmember Simmons seconded.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he felt studying should be done as to where this memorial will be placed and what to do as he has heard from some of the Legion that they don’t want a separate one.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that the Legionnaires felt the World War I, World War II and Korean memorials need to be finished and then the Vietnam and do them all together and not piece meal it here and there.  Councilmember Simmons stated that he was an officer of the Legion and felt the Council could support this resolution with the understanding that as this project moves along the details can be hammered out.  Mr. Phillips commented that the Memorial is only for the Viet Nam war and he is sure someone else will work on the other wars and they want the name of every person from Navajo County who served and died in the Viet Nam War on this memorial.  Mr. Phillips stated that the memorial would be 9 foot 6 inches tall.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he felt this is a great project as he could name the four persons who died from Holbrook, as they were his classmates.   J.R. DeSpain stated that he supports this resolution.  A roll call vote was held with the following results:  Councilmember DeWitt, “aye”, Councilmember Bradley, “aye”, Councilmember Budenholzer, “aye”, Councilmember Simmons, “aye”, Vice-Mayor Font, “aye”, Councilmember Stuart, “aye” and Mayor Smithson, “aye”.

(Item #B)

Worksession for utility rate and structure was set for August 17, 2004 at 6:00 p.m.

(Item #C)

Worksession for the community recreation facility feasibility study was scheduled for July 20, 2004 at 6:00 p.m.  Manager Larson stated that she would invite officials from both the School District and Northland Pioneer College.

 (Item #D)

Work session for the economic development was scheduled for July 27, 2004 at 6:00 p.m.

(Item #E)

Public Works Director Eisele presented bid results for the lead and asbestos abatement for the railroad depot project.  Mr. Eisele stated that previously ADOT had requested that the City obtain quotes for this abatement.  After doing such the City Attorney reviewed the quotations and informed Mr. Eisele that the City would have to go to formal bid due to the amounts.  Public Works Director Eisele stated that Staff is recommending awarding the bid to Spray Systems, low bidder for the amount of $16,976.00.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to award the bid to Spray Systems in the amount of $16,976.00.  Councilmember Budenholzer seconded.  Councilmember Stuart asked where the project sheet was for this project.  Public Works Director Eisele responded that it would be in the Council’s boxes the next day.  The Mayor called for the question and it carried unanimously.

(Item #F)

Public Works Director Eisele asked that this item be tabled until FAA can review the bids.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to table this item until next meeting.  Councilmember Budenholzer seconded and the item was tabled. 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

NONE. 

COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:

Councilmember Stuart stated that there are still several issue bin items that Council needs to hold work sessions on. Councilmember Bradley asked if Council could obtain a list of these items.  Finance Director Hill stated that she would be preparing a memorandum listing these items and will place them on the agenda for scheduling of a work sessions.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

None.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Mayor Smithson adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 7:52 p.m.

                                                                                   ________________________

        Bryan Smithson, Mayor

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the 13th Day of July 2004. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                                      __________________________









Cher Millage, CMC, CPM
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