MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON MARCH 14, 2006

CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Smithson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Bryan Smithson, Vice-Mayor Jeff Font, Councilmembers Wade Carlisle, Spike Simmons, Cynthia Stuart, Stuart Szink and Charles Haussman. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Vice-Mayor Font led the pledge of allegiance and Father Mathieu from Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church gave the invocation.

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Smithson read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

City Manager David Newlin, Attorney Morgan Brown, Chief of Police DWayne Hartup, Director of Administration Vickie James, Public Works Director Dick Young, Grants Writer/Administrator/Economic Development Mary French-Jones, Librarian Wendy Skevington and City Clerk Cher Millage.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on February 28, 2006 were presented for review.   Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to approve the minutes.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Mayor Smithson read a letter from Pinetop/Lakeside congratulating the City of Holbrook on their 89th anniversary.  

Mayor Smithson read a certificate from Congressman Renzi’s office stating that a flag was flown over the Capital for the City of Holbrook. 

Tom Doyle from Rural Development at the Arizona Department of Commerce congratulated the Council on behalf of the Governor and the Department of Commerce for becoming re-accredited for REDI and also for being awarded a grant for $6500.00.  Mr. Doyle presented a check to the Council for $6500.00

Velma Perkins, Vice-Chairman of the Alcohol and Transient Committee gave an update on the Committee meetings to the Council.  Mrs. Perkins stated that in the beginning the meetings were a learning process and now the group has gotten down to business and are trying to solve the problem by using a humanitarian approach.  Ms. Perkins stated that the Committee will tour the Dilcon Center on April 11, 2006 to learn about their operations and that there is a possibility of funding  and a partnership from the Navajo Tribe.  Mrs. Perkins listed some of the ideas the group has discussed such as re-opening the old jail to house the individuals and transporting them to Winslow Indian Health Services.  Mrs. Perkins stated that at this time the group is seeking direction from the Council as to where to find funding to possibly cover operating costs for a small facility?  Mayor Smithson thanked the Committee for the time and effort they have put into what they have done. Mrs. Perkins stated that the group has also invited the individual who operates the 10-bed detox facility in Page to come and speak to them.  Mrs. Perkins stated that this facility costs $350,000.00 per year to run and does not have 24 hour EMT’s on Staff.  Mrs. Perkins stated that the Committee feels a facility at the most economical level should be where they start. Mrs. Perkins stated that it is a real plus for our Community that the Navajo Tribe is interested in what the Committee is doing and also in assisting with funding.  Mayor Smithson commented that we need to look at what Mary Wilderman did with her group saying that we know from that it is possible.  Mayor Smithson stated that he realizes that the Council has to do something but how much money the City can come up we’ll have to wait and see.  Mrs. Perkins stated the group has discovered that there is grant funding in the amount of $750,000.00 for construction of a facility and the Committee would like the Council to look at a tax for possible funding of the operations. Councilmember Simmons stated that now is the budget period and it was a good time to bring this to the Council for consideration.  Manager Newlin committed himself to providing the Council with some hard numbers for liquor sales tax and how much it would cost to build the structure. Mrs. Perkins stated that the Chief of Police has prepared a report which gives an indication as to how much each one of the individuals cost the taxpayers when they are consistently picked up, taken care of by EMS and arrested and stated that she would make sure the Council would get this report. Councilmember Carlisle said that he felt the Committee has completed their task, the discovery phase and determined what they would like to do and now ii is time for a business plan so that funding can be sought.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that by doing this we would have a document that would show what we want to be done and how much it will cost.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that the Citizens will also need to be consulted to see if this is how they want their public money spent. Mayor Smithson stated that he felt the group is evolving into the 2nd part of its task.  Vice-Mayor Font agreed saying that that this is not a solution to the problem but rather the tip of the iceberg and it goes a lot deeper than transients.  Vice- Mayor Font stated that it goes as deep as the Junior High and High School Students getting drunk on campus.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that the group is not only looking at a humanitarian solution for the transients but for all the other alcohol and drug related issues.  Mrs. Perkins stated that we need to capitalize on the successes that the group has made as it has taken a long time to get where there at.  Mrs. Perkins stated that our problem is in Holbrook and we don’t want to transport it to Winslow.  Councilmember Simmons stated that there is more of a cross section of the Community on this Committee than he has ever seen in the past trying to come up with solutions and the Committee needs to continue to function.  Mrs. Perkins informed anyone interested in serving on the Committee to contact City Clerk Millage.

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Jack Young from Young’s Corral petitioned the Council regarding the increase in taxes for the bars and restaurants.  Mr. Young stated that 6-7 years ago  the Department of Liquor Licenses had given a workshop in Holbrook and that out of all the licensees in 2 1/2 counties, 12% of the total sales were from bars and that amount s even less today.  Mr. Young stated that the Council also needs to look at what he feels is a bigger problem-crystal meth.  Mr. Young asked that the Council and the Committee pursue grant funding to operate the facility rather than increasing taxes as most of the businesses in Holbrook are struggling just to get by. 

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:


Council Members:

  
Manager’s Report:

CLAIMS:

Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $146,187.23.  Councilmember seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Mayor Smithson reminded Council that Cathy Connolly former executive Director of the League of Arizona Cities and Towns will be conducting a work on open meeting March 28, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.

(Item #B)

Jeff Hamblen from Winslow Memorial Hospital spoke to the Council regarding the services that the Hospital can provide such as specialty Doctors and surgery.  Mr. Hamblen stated that at this time the hospital is planning an expansion and would like to provide Primary Health Care to Holbrook.  Mr. Hamblen stated most of the Doctors in Holbrook are over 50 and will be looking to retire and the Hospital is interested in maintaining a presence of physicians in the Community. Mr. Hamblen also stated that the Winslow Memorial Hospital would be interested in partnering with the City in the detox facility and perhaps contributing to the operating budget.  Mr. Hamblen informed the Council that the Hospital would be changing its name to Little Colorado Medical Center in the near future. Mr. Hamblen suggested that the Council hold a work session to determine what they would like to see for medical care in Holbrook.  

NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A and #B)

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the special event liquor licenses for the American Legion for March 18, 2006 and March 25, 2006.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Item #C)

Grants writer French-Jones explained that this equipment will be purchased with CDBG grant funding and that only one bid was received in the amount of $48,912.00.  Ms. French-Jones stated that Staff is requesting the bid be awarded to CMS in this amount.  Councilmember Simmons asked how close to the amount anticipated bid this amount was.  Grants Writer French-Jones stated that the estimate for the copier was 27,843.00 and the microfilm reader was $11301.00.  Librarian Skevington explained that the equipment has a self pay mechanism so that it issues its own change which allows the Library personnel to take care of other patrons and due to this the cost if a fair amount more.  Librarian Skevington stated that she was willing to give up shelving to cover the additional cost of the copier equipment.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to award the bid for the self service public access copier and print management server to CMS in the amount of $48,912.00.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Item #D)

Mayor Smithson presented Ordinance 06-01 captioned as follows for its first reading

ORDINANCE NO. 06-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK; NAMELY THE PROPERTY MORE FULLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO.
(Item #E)

Manager Newlin informed the Council that Mr. Brent Young has requested an abandonment of an alleyway easement between Buffalo and California Streets which runs north and south between his storage units and the Moen Kopi.  Manager Newlin stated that Staff is recommending this abandonment and that if approved by Council it would require an Ordinance and 2 readings of such.  Mayor Smithson questioned what Mr. Young planned to do with the alleyway?  City Clerk Millage stated that he had not informed her as to what he had planned.  Councilmember Simmons asked Chief of Police Hartup is he saw any problems with emergency vehicles in the abandonment.  Chief Hartup stated that he saw no problems.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to proceed with the Ordinance.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 

(Item #F)

Grants Writer/Administrator/Economic Development Director French-Jones asked the Council for contribution of $1000.00 and an affidavit in support of the TEAM grant application.  Councilmember Stuart asked where the funding would come from.  Manager Newlin stated that it would be a grants match in the next year’s budget.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the affidavit and funding.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Item #G)

Mr. Fred Free from Community Development Inc.  gave the Council a brief history of his company and their income based housing developments.  Mr. Free explained that his company is interested in purchasing property behind NPC on which they intend to place 10 units per acre on a 3.5 acre parcel.  Mr. Free stated there would also be a Community Building and an on-site Manager.  Mr. Free stated that CDI was interested in purchasing the property for $6,000.00 per acre.  Mr. Free explained that an application to the Department of Housing is due by tomorrow and tonight he is asking the Council for a letter of intent so that he can submit the application.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

The Council adjourned by unanimous consent into executive session for discussion or consultation with for legal advice with the City Attorney regarding property sales-CDI, Inc. and for review of the executive session minutes of February 28, 2006 at 8:29 p.m. POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:

The Council adjourned from executive session by unanimously consent at 9:26 p.m.  Mayor Smithson made a motion to enter into a letter of intent to sell property to CDI, Inc. along West Carlos at $6,000.00 per acre.  Councilmember Simmons seconded.  The motion carried 5 for and 2 against with Councilmember’s Stuart and Haussman voting “nay”. 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

None.

GENERAL PLAN REVIEW:

Manager Newlin asked that Council rank the short-term, mid-term and long ranges actions on a scale of 10-1 with 1 being the lowest priority and 10 being the highest and that he is recommending that goal setting and prioritization is done so that Staff can evaluate.  Manager Newlin explained that each element represents a chapter in the General Plan and each project in the third column needs to be ranked.  Manager Newlin asked that these rankings be turned into the Clerk by the middle of next week so that it can be reported back to Council at the next Council meeting. 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:

Councilmember Stuart asked Council go back to Old Business asking that work sessions be scheduled to discuss Medical Facilities, Detox Center discussion with Ad-Hoc Committee, Jeff Hamblen and local physicians, new Councilmember Training Session, Personnel Policy, Charter Review, Policies and procedures for Agencies funded by the City such as the Fire Department, Focus Future update, performance management, how it works and is implemented,.  A work session for medical facilities was scheduled for April 11, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. and the Detox issues for April 25, 2006 at 6:00 p.m.  

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time the meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9: 41 p.m.

                                                                                   ________________________

        Bryan Smithson, Mayor

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the 14th Day of March 2006. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Millage, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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