MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON FEBRUARY 27, 2007
CALL TO ORDER:  

Vice-Mayor Font called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Vice Mayor Jeff Font, Councilmembers Spike Simmons, Charles Haussman, Wade Carlisle, Cynthia Stuart and Stuart Szink.  Mayor Smithson was absent and excused.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember Szink led the pledge of allegiance and Councilmember Carlisle gave the invocation.

MISSION STATEMENT:

Vice-Mayor Font read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

City Manager David Newlin, Public Works Director Dick Young, Chief of Police DWayne Hartup, Public Works Director Dick Young, Economic Development Director A’Kos Kovach, City Attorney Sterling Solomon and City Clerk Cher Millage.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on February 13, 2007 were presented for review.  Councilmember Simmons asked that on page 46 line 17 be changed to read “fund as a lot of funds”.  Councilmember Haussman made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected. Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Vice-Mayor Font read a letter written by Velma Perkins of the Transient Alcohol Committee.  Mrs. Perkins thanked everyone who has worked to bring the detox center to Holbrook.
Mary Koury, Superintendent of the Holbrook Schools gave the Council a brief history of the George Gardner Performing Arts Facility and asked that the City partner with the School District in completing the building by adding the three classrooms which were cut from the project due to costs. 
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Jack Young, from the Holbrook Economic Development Council petitioned the Council regarding New Items A, B and C stating the group is in favor of all these items and would like to see the Council to move forward with these items.
SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:

Council Members:  

A. Councilmember Stuart reported that she had attended a NACOG meeting and a Tourism Summit will be held mainly for Apache/Navajo County and encouraged anyone in the Tourism venue to attend.

B. Councilmember Simmons reported that a ribbon cutting ceremony would be held on March 1, 2007 at 10:00 p.m.  at the Aaron’s Store in Holbrook.
C. Councilmember Simmons reported that another candidate’s forum will be held on March 7, 2007 at 7 p.m. at City Hall.  Councilmember Simmons stated that this will be broadcast on KDJI.
D. Councilmember Simmons reported that a ribbon cutting ceremony would be held at North Country Health Center March 9, 2007 at noon.
E. Councilmember Carlisle reported that following the Aaron’s grand opening there will be a grand re-opening of the Beautiful Badlands.
  
Manager’s Report:

A. Manager Newlin reported that early balloting by mail will end this Friday and that early balloting in person could be done through March 9, 2007.

B. Manager Newlin reported that political signs may need to be removed if they are in rights of way.  Manager Newlin stated that if anyone had questions regarding these signs to contact either himself or City Clerk Millage.

C. Manager Newlin reported that there is a water break by the Wayside and as it is a major leak it will be a few hours before it is repaired. Manager Newlin stated that the responsible party is the contractor working on removal of contaminated soil from underground storage units. 
D. Manager Newlin reported that on March 23, 2007 the 4th Economic Development Summit will be held at the Butterfield Stage Co.
CLAIMS:

Councilmember Haussman asked if the fuel purchased at Bradco is tracked by Departments.  Manager Newlin stated that it was and is also tracked by the vehicle.  Councilmember Haussman asked what the payment to the Holiday Inn Express in the amount of $799.56 was for.  City Clerk Millage replied that this was expenses for the Auditors. Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $397,479.68.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

1. Councilmember Simmons made a motion to cancel the regular meeting to be held on March 13, 2007 as the Council Chambers will be needed for the election.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously
2. Councilmember Stuart asked that a budget work session be scheduled for March 27, 2007. Councilmember Stuart made a motion to hold a pre-budget work session on March 27, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #B)

Vice-mayor Font presented Ordiance 07-03 captioned as follows:
ORDINANCE NO. 07-03
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY TO EAGLE MOUNTAIN/RAINDANCER; NAMELY THE PROPERTY MORE FULLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO.
Councilmember Simmons made a motion to adopt the Ordinance as presented.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded.  Councilmember Carlisle asked if there would be a problem with subdividing through the drainage pond.  Manager Newlin said no there would not be. A roll call vote was held with the following results:  Councilmember Carlisle, “aye”, Councilmember Haussman, “aye”, Councilmember Stuart, “aye”, Councilmember Simmons, “aye”, Councilmember Szink, “aye” and Vice-Mayor Font, “aye”.
NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Economic Development Director Kovach stated that Jones Outdoor Advertising currently has billboards on City property some of which was sold to PSiSC.  Mr. Kovach explained that the contract is coming up for renewal and Staff is asking for permission to enter into re-negotiation for existing contract and possibly open dialogue to perhaps capture some more signage along I-40.  Councilmember Stuart asked how long the contract was good for and what they are asking for.  Mr. Kovach stated that he had informed Jones Outdoor that the contract amount would increase to reflect the current market rate and the contract could be for as long as Council wanted.  Councilmember Simmons stated that he felt the contract should not be for more than 5 years at a time and it needs to be re-visited every five years. Mr. Kovach stated that thye have been paying the rent and are not in default and the Company has a good reputation. Councilmember Stuart made a motion to renew the existing agreement with Jones Outdoor Advertising and enter into negotiations for a possible new contract.  Councilmember Haussman seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #B)

Economic Development Director Kovach presented a letter from Dr. George Roy regarding the Discount Driving School.  Mr. Kovach stated that this would be a small profit center for the City as it would provide rent income.  Mr. Kovach stated that the School is asking for a letter of permission from the City to submit to MVD.  Vice-mayor Font asked if Mr. Kovach could be more specific as to where the school would be located.  Mr. Kovach stated that it would be located at Apache and McLaws.  Mr. Newlin stated that it is the large parking lot where the bridge used to cross the river.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that ADOT uses this site and asked if this would cause any conflicts? Mr. Kovach stated that there was not.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that the proposal states that the cost of the painting of the site can be paid out of school funds, however  the school would like to withhold the monies spent on the site until the cost is recovered by the school.  Mr. Carlisle asked if the School was asking for the City to pay for the painting.  Mr. Kovach stated that this is a negotiating tactic and nothing has been agreed to.  Mr. Kovach stated that all parties need to sit down and make sure all the language is acceptable to all parties.  Attorney Solomon stated that this evening all that is being asked of the City is a letter of permission and the details of the agreement can be worked out at a later date.  Councilmember Haussman asked who owned the first company listed on the proposal as it states that #’s 2 and 3 are wholly owned by Discount Driving School.  Sonya Dial the owner of the business stated that Company #1 is also owned by Discount Driving School, LLC.  Dr. Roy stated that the schools are all owned by the same owners just broken out for liability purposes.  Councilmember Stuart made a motion to proceed with a letter of permission from the City of Holbrook.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #C) 

Economic Development Director Kovach informed the Council that a letter of intent from Pacific Holt has been received offering the City of Holbrook $1250.00 per acre for the Finley Property which   Mr. Kovach stated that we have a good track record and feeling of the quality and candor for this company.  Mr. Kovach stated that the previous company who had made an offer on this parcel has indicated that they do not wish to enter into a development agreement with the City and Staff does not feel good about moving forward without an agreement. Councilmember Carlisle stated that the letter indicates that they want a 30 day inspection period and a 30 day closing after inspection period which he feels is tight. Mr. Kovach stated that they are ready to move forward and respond to the needs of the City. Councilmember Szink asked who the original person was that had requested to purchase the property.  Mr. Kovach responded “New Sundance”.  Councilmember Stuart stated that this was a very generous offer as the last offer was $1000.00 per acre. Councilmember Stuart made a motion to give Pacific Holt a latter of intent to proceed with dialogue and negotiation. Councilmember Szink seconded. Councilmember Haussman asked if New Sundance was aware of this offer. Mr. Kovach stated that he has been in contact with New Sundance but has not specifically informed them of this situation.  Mr. Kovach stated that New Sundance wanted to buy the property without a development agreement.  Councilmember Haussman stated that this was not his impression from them.  Mr. Kovach agreed stating that he was completely caught off guard when this was indicated to him. Vice-Mayor Font asked if the City was under any obligation to New Sundance.  Manager Newlin stated that all persons interested in land have been told that sales are on a first come first serve basis.  Attorney Solomon stated that he would have to see the minutes but if the motion was just to enter negotiations the City has no further obligations to them and could go ahead with the offer from Pacific Holt.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that this was merely a request from Staff to enter into negotiations and not to go get an agreement signed without Council seeing the agreement.  City Clerk Millage stated that the agreement would have to come back to Council in the form of an ordinance which would have two readings.  Attorney Solomon agreed with the City Clerk. Councilmember Szink stated that he felt New Sundance was at least owed a letter informing them of the situation.  Mr. Kovach stated that he felt Councilmember Stuart’s motion was to give Pacific Holt a letter of intent and what was being requested is to enter into negotiations. Councilmember Stuart amended her motion to authorize Staff to proceed with negotiations with Pacific Holt.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the amendment.  Vice-Mayor Font called for the vote on the amended motion and the motion carried unanimously.  Vice-Mayor Font called for the vote on the original motion as amended and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #D and #E)

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the special event liquor licenses for the American Legion for the dates of March 10 and March 31, 2007.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

None.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

Attorney Solomon reported that he is spending more than 10 hours per week on City business and thanked the Council for their support.

GENERAL PLAN REVIEW:

Manager Newlin stated that the goals which were discussed in the work session will be reviewed to make sure they conform to the General Plan.  Councilmember Stuart asked if the Focused Future Plan was ready to incorporate with the General Plan.  Manager Newlin stated that it should be received shortly.
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:

Councilmember Stuart asked in anyone had followed up with Zella Webb regarding her petition and request from the last meeting.  Manager Newlin replied “no” because the only discussion was an idea and that is as far as it went.  Councilmember Stuart stated that Mrs. Webb had questions regarding the costs of the library. Manager Newlin stated the costs associated with the Library had been given to Council in January.  Manager Newlin stated that the Council had not given direction on this and as Mrs. Webb was petitioning the Council not the Staff that is as far as it went.  Attorney Solomon stated that anything that is brought to the Council as a petition cannot be responded to in the meeting but instruction should be given to either have the petitioner to meet with City Staff or for Council to place the item on the agenda. Councilmember Carlisle asked if the petition counted as a public information request.  Attorney Solomon stated that a formal request needs to be submitted. Councilmember Stuart stated that she was under the impression that if a person petitioned at the Council meeting the Manager was under obligation to respond to the petitioner.  Attorney Solomon stated that the petitioner should come to see the manager or fill out a request for public information. 
Vice-Mayor Font instructed Manager Newlin to contact Mrs. Koury regarding her request for assistance with the George Gardner building.  Manager Newlin reported that the water break will take about 2 more hours to repair.  Manager Newlin reported that the first Navajo County IDA meeting will be held on March 14, 2007 at 4:30 p.m. in the Code Talkers Room.
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Myron Maxwell petitioned the Council regarding the Candidate’s Forum stating that there has been some criticism that we do not need another forum.  Mr. Maxwell stated that he felt another forum was a good idea as the last was not well attended and very few questions were asked. .
Myron Maxwell petitioned the Council regarding the article in the Tribune about the meat packing plant   Mr. Maxwell stated that he was in favor of the plant and the jobs that it would provide and we need to be more unified in where Holbrook is going.  Mr. Maxwell stated that we need to continue to reach the summit and not stop growth in Holbrook.
Jack Young petitioned the Council regarding the packing company that may be coming into Holbrook and suggested that the City conduct a survey with other cities that have packing houses in their city limits.  Mr. Young stated that he was in favor of the plant.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time Councilmember Stuart made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Councilmember Haussman seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

                                                                                   ________________________

        Jeff Font, Vice-Mayor
CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the February 27, 2007.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Millage, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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