MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON NOVEMEBER 30, 2004

CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Smithson called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Bryan Smithson, Vice-Mayor Jeff Font, Council members Mike DeWitt, Vince Budenholzer, Cynthia Stuart, Mary Bradley and Spike Simmons. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember Budenholzer led the pledge of allegiance and Pastor Richard Stoffer of the Independent Baptist Church gave the invocation. 

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Smithson read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

Attorney Morgan Brown, City Manager David Newlin, Finance Director Amber Hill, Public Works Director Ron Eisele and City Clerk Cher Millage. 

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on November 9, 2004 and minutes of the special meeting held on November 12, 2004 were presented for review.  Councilmember Simmons asked that his name be removed from attendance at the special meeting held on November 12, 2004.  Councilmembers DeWitt and Bradley asked that their names be removed from the adjournment of the November 12, 2004 meeting, as they also were not in attendance.  

CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Mayor Smithson read several letters:

A letter from John Lamb resigning his position as the City’s Magistrate.

A thank you letter from Andre Asselin for the City pin that was sent to his sister.

A thank you letter from Lee Baiza, Superintendent of the Petrified Forest National Park thanking staff for all their efforts on the re-naming of Hellickson Avenue and Morris Lanes.

A thank you letter for all the support shown in the Petrified Forest expansion request.

Mayor Smithson read a work history for Fern Larson and presented Ms. Larson with a rocking chair for all her years of service to the City.  Ms. Larson retired November 2, 2004.

PUBLIC HEARING:

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

NONE.

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Council Members:

A. Councilmember Stuart reported that she would be attending an APS Focus Future Forum in Camp Verde on Thursday.

B. Councilmember Budenholzer announced that the City of Holbrook now owns the Living West Park.  Councilmember Bradley reported that she had received word for Byron James of ADEQ that there is no underground storage tanks to deal with on this property.

C. Vice-Mayor Font reminded everyone that the Festival of Trees will be held this Thursday through Saturday and the Annual Parade of Lights will be held on Saturday evening. Vice-Mayor Font asked City Clerk Millage to place the Christmas Decorations on the next agenda.


Manager’s Report:

A. City Clerk Millage congratulated the following employees on their years of service for the City:  Martha Brooks, 12 years.

CLAIMS:

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $257,746.55. Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Public Works Director Eisele reported that APS and Frontier Telephone both have services located in the easement between Blue Sage and Mission Lanes.  Mr. Eisele recommended not abandoning the easement back to the property owners due to these utility locations.  Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to not abandon the easement between Blue Sage and Mission Lane.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Councilmember Bradley stated that she would like the homework done on these items before they are brought to Council, as this was the second time this item was on the agenda.

(Item #B)

Councilmember DeWitt stated that Council had discussed this item and he got lost on what happened.  Councilmember Dewitt stated that on the April 27, 2004 agenda there was an item to add three job classifications to the Classification and Compensation Plan:  Planner, Human Resource Analyst and Deputy City Clerk.  Mr. DeWitt pointed out that he had included a copy of the minutes for Council to read.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he had commented during the meeting that the job classification plan was not prepared properly and he would like it re-visited before adding anything else.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that the Classification and Compensation Plan has been changed to reflect cities of population between 5-10 thousand.  Councilmember DeWitt read from the minutes that Mayor Smithson had stated that he did not think that Staff was asking to be allowed to hire these positions but rather they were asking to be allowed to add them to the Classification Plan.  Councilmember DeWitt also read from the minutes that Manager Larson was not asking to fill the positions but that the job descriptions be added to the Plan per her understanding of what the Council wanted from a previous work session and Mrs. Larson had pointed out that the Council would have to approve the budget and salaries.  Councilmember DeWitt read from the minutes that he had stated that the positions had been discussed 6 months prior and since then Council has learned that the Manager would be retiring and the ball game has changed.  Councilmember DeWitt read from the minutes that Vice-Mayor Font had questioned if the positions could be added to the Plan without hiring them and discussion followed with Council deciding they could and at the end 5 Councilpersons voted for the additions and 2 against.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that during a budget work session it had been decided that a Deputy Clerk was not needed and that the Council had never talked about a Planner or Human Resource person and asked, “how did we get a Human Resource person”?  Councilmember DeWitt asked that Council how they did these things when they talk about they are not going to do them.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that the positions was added to a person and increased their salary by $2000.00 per year on July 21, 2004.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that Council had received a note from Staff on October 22, 2004 stating that Council had approved the job description and added it to the plan but had not budgeted funds in whole but funds had been budgeted to provided for additional coverage of these duties through a special assignment by the Personnel Director.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that in the budget work sessions the first position that was cut was the Deputy City Clerk and the Council never approved or even discussed adding an additional resource person or additional funding and can Council explain how this worked.  Councilmember Bradley stated that she recalled this meeting and was under the impression that only the job descriptions were being added to the Plan and that was it.  Councilmember Budenholzer stated that he was unsure as on page 94 of the April 27 minutes Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to approve the addition of the positions to the Plan.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he had made the motion so a vote could be taken to make a decision and end the discussion.  Councilmember Stuart asked Councilmember DeWitt what questions he wanted answered and who did he want to answer them?  Councilmember DeWitt replied anyone on the Council that can answer who when they say they are not going to do something and they tell Staff not to do it and the still do it?  Councilmember DeWitt stated that everything was in place and could’ve continued as was until the new City Manager was in place.  Councilmember Stuart stated that she felt nothing could be done with what has happened in the past but some check points could be established to keep it from happening again.  Councilmember Bradley disagreed and stated that she felt the City Manager could look into it and do as he sees fit.   Mayor Smithson stated that he disagreed with Councilmember DeWitt, as he sees no problem here as Council had taken a vote to allow for the addition of the positions.  Councilmember Bradley stated that Council had only voted for the job descriptions not for the hiring of the positions.  Councilmember Budenholzer stated that he felt that when he voted it was to allow for these positions to be hired when they came up.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that it appeared Council was faulting each other and that they way he remembered it was that the job descriptions were being added for a time when Council could budget for the positions and that was the understanding he voted for.  Vice-Mayor Font stated the he did not understand or have an answer either.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that what was intended is not what was actually done.  City Manager Newlin stated that he would look into the matter and prepare a report for the Council. 

NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A, B and C)

Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to approve the special event liquor licenses for the American Legion for December 4, 2004, December 11, 2004 and December 31, 2004.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Item #D)

City Clerk Millage asked Council if they would like to reschedule any December meetings due to the Holidays.  Council determined to keep the regular meeting schedule of December 14 and December 28, 2004.

(Item #E)

Councilmember DeWitt presented information to the Council regarding an inappropriate action that he wanted to become public knowledge and to ask the new City Manager to decide if sufficient reprimands have been done or if additional action is needed and asked the Manager to give all Councilmembers copies of any written reprimands and complete recommendation on this matter.  Councilmember DeWitt read into record the following:  Brittany DeWitt, Thank you for your interest in the library assistant position,  however, you father’s seat on the City Council prevents me from considering your application at this time.  To avoid creating a perception of nepotism in the public opinion I made the determination to exclude your application from those under consideration.  If in the future this conflict of interest does not exist, and the library has an opening, I would be happy to consider your application.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purposes of discussion or consultation with the City Attorney regarding pending litigation-C-5 Engineering and to review the minutes form the November 9, 2004 executive session.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the Council adjourned into executive session at 7:35 p.m.

POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Smithson adjourned the executive session by unanimous consent at 7:55 p.m.  Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to approve the minutes of the executive session held on November 9, 2004. Councilmember Budenholzer seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:  ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Mayor Smithson adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 7:58 p.m.

________________________

        Bryan Smithson, Mayor

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the 30th Day of November 2004. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                                      __________________________
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