MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON JANUARY 25, 2005

CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Smithson called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Bryan Smithson, Vice-Mayor Jeff Font, Councilmembers Mike DeWitt, Spike Simmons, Cynthia Stuart and Mary Bradley. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember DeWitt led the pledge of allegiance and Mayor Smithson gave the invocation. 

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Smithson read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

Attorney Morgan Brown, City Manager David Newlin, Finance Director Amber Hill, Public Works Director Ron Eisele, Chief of Police Matt Molique, and City Clerk Cher Millage. 

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on January 11, 2005 were presented for review. Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Mayor Smithson presented a proclamation naming February 14-18, 2005 as “Home for Arizonans Week.” Councilmember Simmons made a motion to accept the proclamation.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

NONE

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Council Members:

A. Councilmember Simmons reported on the Annual Western RC&D meeting held in Casper, Wyoming.  Mr. Simmons stated that South Dakota, Wyoming and Montana are starting programs, which are similar to Arizona’s Growing Smarter legislation.  Councilmember Simmons stated that at this time it is not mandated for these States but they are pursuing it on a voluntary basis. 

B. Councilmember Simmons reported on the 4th Annual Cities and Towns Day.  Councilmember Simmons stated that Governor Napolitano is supportive of protecting State Shared Revenues.

C. Councilmember DeWitt announced that Tate’s Auto is remodeling.  Mr. DeWitt thanked Trini Salazar for delivering a 40-yard bin expediently.

D. Mayor Smithson offered condolences to the families of the following individuals:  Irene Baldry, Veronica YouVella, Jim Myhowich, Henry Sample, Sr. and Rose Koury.
E. Mayor Smithson reported on the ADOT Rural Transportation meeting that he and Councilmember Stuart had attended.  Mayor Smithson reported that most of the jobs discussed where multi-million dollar projects and for every billion dollars spend 45,000 jobs were created.  Mayor Smithson reported that Robert Montoya replace Bill Jeffers on the board.  The mayor reported that the cost for DPS is going from 25 million to 85 million dollars with possible funding coming from HURF funds, which is being highly objected.  Mayor Smithson reported that Councilmember Stuart and himself had attended the actual board meeting.  Councilmember Stuart commented that ADOT works well with Local Government and looks to provide lots of information and receive feedback.  
F. Councilmember Bradley reported that Tony Miller from the Navajo County Sheriff’s Department had been named a final runner in the International Special Olympics to be held February1 7, 2005 in Tokyo, Japan. 

Manager’s Report:

A. Manager Newlin announced that Byron James from ADEQ will be in the Council Chambers on the following dates to meet with property owners regarding underground storage tanks:  January 27, 2005, February 3,2 005, February 10, 2005 and February 17, 2005.  Mr. James will be available from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

B. Manager Newlin reported that he had attended an International Conference of Shopping Center and it was one of the best EDC meetings he had participated in.

C. Manager Newlin reminded Council that the ADOT Transportation Board meeting would be held in Holbrook on February 17, 2005 through February 18, 2005 and to expect invitations.

D. Manager Newlin announced that a Candidates Forum will be held on February 10,2005 at NPC.

E. Manager Newlin reminded Council that there are several Posse Events next week.

F. Manager Newlin reported that a Community Facility Committee meeting would be held on January 31, 2005 in the Council Chambers at 3:00 p.m.

G. Manager Newlin reported that a lease for a new copier is in the works.

H. Manager Newlin asked permission to attend the Arizona Small Utilities meeting with Public Works Eisele February 7-9, 2005.  Manager Newlin indicated that he would miss the regular meeting of February 8, 2005.

I. Manager Newlin stated that he would give the State of the City address February 22, 2005 if that were okay with the Council.

J. Manager Newlin reported that he would be forwarding bills being suggested in legislature with comments and recommendation.

CLAIMS:

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $127,321.94. Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

Manager Newlin explained to Council that this item would appear on the 2nd agenda of the month so that Council can schedule or modify the work sessions.  Councilmember Bradley asked that the future retirements of City Employees be added to the work session list.  Councilmember DeWitt asked that a work session be held soon to discuss the library and future expansion and he would like it to be held on a Thursday to allow for more time.  Mayor Smithson stated that he had mixed feelings on this item stating that he felt that should come from City Staff and the Manager and that they should do the legwork.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he wanted Staff to come to the meeting prepared to tell Council what they were going to do.  Mayor Smithson stated that he didn’t think a work session was needed to tell Council what was going to happen.  Councilmember Bradley asked if there was a plan.  Attorney Brown pointed out that this item was not on the agenda for discussion. Manager Newlin stated that he would get a memo to Council regarding this.

NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A-C)

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the special event liquor license for the American Legion, dates of February 4, 2005, February 5, 2005 and February 12, 2005.  Councilmember DeWitt seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Item D)

Grants Writer/Administrator Mary French Jones asked the Council to appoint the following individuals to an advisory committee for the General Plan Update:  Vice-Mayor Font, Councilmember Stuart, Tom Hieb, Planning and Zoning Vice-Chairman, Matthew Barger, P&Z Commission, Pat Nichols, Chamber of Commerce President, Paul Dobell, Holbrook Main Street, Cher Millage, Staff and Ms. French-Jones, Staff.  Ms. French-Jones stated that all individuals have been contacted and have agreed to serve on the committee.  Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to appoint the individuals to the Committee.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Item #E)

Manager Newlin stated that he had placed this item on the agenda in case something from the work session needed to be discussed.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he had some questions regarding past due utility bills.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he has been concerned with past due utility bills for quite a while and that there was information in Manager Newlin’s memorandum that he found interesting.  Councilmember DeWitt asked if what the memo talks about is a recent change in policy?  Councilmember DeWitt read from the memorandum that the policy was  implemented in January 2004 with a press release date of March 24, 2004 and that Council was notified by memo in June 2004.  Councilmember DeWitt offered a little history on this item saying we’re making these changes by an Ordinance that happened in 1993.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that in 2001 when this item was first brought up  andif the ordinance was being enforced this item would not have had to be discussed.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that in 2002 Staff recommended changes and this Council unanimously approved them and then the time was changed on the delinquency.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that he had brought this item up in October when he found out about it because citizens were complaining.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that it was interesting to him that the press release date was March 24, 2004 and the only change mentioned was that past due notices would be mailed instead of by door tag and did not state anywhere that the time/date had been changed.  Councilmember DeWitt recommended that the policy be changed back to the way it was in 2002.  Councilmember DeWitt stated that this has created a lot of ill will with the Citizens. Councilmember DeWitt stated that Finance Director Hill has indicated that 25-35 people call regarding their shut off notices and maybe if we went back to the 2002 procedure it would be less.  Finance Director Hill stated that the same amount of phone calls are received each month no matter what the policy is.  Manager Newlin stated that in order for Council to change the Ordinance it must be done by Ordinance and he would entertain something in writing to make changes to the Ordinance.  Manager Newlin stated that he believes that Ordinance as written is being interpreted it is written. Mayor Smithson said that the Council would have to review this and decide if they wanted to make changes. Councilmember DeWitt stated that he hoped the remainder of the Council would be infuriated that they fixed a problem in 2001 with Staff recommendations and changes were made in January 2004 without the Council being notified until June 2004 in a memo.

(Item #F)

This item moved to executive session.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

None.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to adjourn into executive session for the purposes of discussion or consultation with the City Attorney regarding pending litigation-C-5 Engineering and to review the minutes form the December 7, 2004 executive session and the minutes of the January 11, 2005 executive session.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the Council adjourned into executive session at 7:45 p.m.

POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Smithson adjourned the executive session by unanimous consent at 7:58 p.m.  Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to approve the minutes of the executive session held on December 7, 2004 and the minutes of the executive session held on January 11, 2005. Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Councilmember DeWitt made a motion to approve the settlement agreement with C-5 Engineering in the amount of $150,000.00. Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:  

Councilmember Stuart asked if City of Holbrook shirts could be purchased for the Councilmember.  Staff stated they would get pricing information.

Councilmember Bradley voiced her appreciation to Manager Newlin for providing through backup for the agenda.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Mayor Smithson adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 8:03 p.m.

________________________

          Bryan Smithson, Mayor

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the 25th Day of January 2005. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                                      __________________________
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