MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON APRIL 25, 2006

CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Smithson called the meeting to order at 7:0 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Bryan Smithson, Vice-Mayor Jeff Font, Councilmembers Wade Carlisle, Spike Simmons, Cynthia Stuart, Stuart Szink and Charles Haussman. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember Carlisle led the pledge of allegiance and Pastor John Nelson from the St. John’s Baptist Church gave the invocation.

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Smithson read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

City Manager David Newlin, Attorney Morgan Brown, Public Works Director Dick Young, Safety Officer Don Fischer, Chief of Police DWayne Hartup and City Clerk Cher Millage.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on April 11, 2006 were presented for review.   Councilmember Simmons asked that the following corrections be made, page 46 line 19 Wendt be changed to Winn, page 50 line 18 be changed from Wendt to Winn. Councilmember Stuart asked that the following correctiosn be made,, page 59, line 1 should be Councilmember Stuart rather than Szink. Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Mayor Smtihson read a Proclamation naming May 14 as National Police Week and May 15 as Police Memorial Day.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the Proclamation.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Paul Barger petitioned the Council regarding the “petitions from the public” .  Mr. Barger asked that the Council leave the petitions from the pulbic at the beginning of the agenda so that the public can speak on an item that is on the agenda before it is voted on otherwise the Council could be sending a message to the public that their input is not welcome.  Mr. Barger stated that the public often times has some good points to make.  

Dr. Maestas petitioned the Council regarding why Rural Hospitals matter reading to them an article about rural hospitals.

Dr. Maestas petitioned the Council regarding the status of the Holbrook Hospital stating that a tax-exempt corporation has been formed with a board being elected.  Dr. Maestas stated that he has applied for a Rural General hospital license.  Dr. Maestas stated the Hospital would have no OB or General surgery services.  Dr. Maestas stated that when he has an opening date it would be announced and asked to be on the next Council agenda to discuss a functional program plan.

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:

1. Mayor Smithson thanked the Community for all their efforts with the Salad Luncheon.  For the First Step Workshop and asked that Betty Heward come to the podium and report on the event.  Ms. Heward reported that to date $3348.00 has been turned so far.   Ms. Heward thanked everyone for his or her help and support.

2. Mayor Smithson asked that Chief Hartup report on Prom night activity. Chief Hartup stated that the Police Department had used a proactive approach this year with the schools and the motels and this year there were three calls for service, no thefts, no reports of vandalism or damage to property.  Chief Hartup stated that one motel had called in to report that someone had attempted to rent a room for one of their prom going relatives and they had refused to do such. Chief Hartup stated that the Police Departments perspective that it was a very successful and safe evening.  Chief Hartup thanked the school, Community and Motels/Hotels for their cooperation. 

Mayor Smithson reported that an assembly had been held at Hulet School yesterday for Emily Baldonado, Holbrook EMC and Guardian Air.  Mayor Smithson commented that it was a miracle Ms. Baldonado had survived an accident and that the two ambulance services had played a large part in her survival.  


Council Members:

A. Councilmember Stuart offered condolences to the family of Maxine McKee.

B. Councilmember Stuart reported that the NPC Auction would be held on April29, 2006, 7 p.m. at the Heward House.

C. Councilmember Haussman thanked the Chief of Police and the Officers for all their work on prom night.

  
Manager’s Report:

A. Manager Newlin reported that that the Community Awards Banquet will be held on April 28, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

B. Manager Newlin reported that the Chamber of Commerce in conjunction with the Arizona Department of Tourism would be conduction customer service training “Great Impressions” on April 27, 2006 from 10-2.

C. Manager Newlin reported that a meeting with local Physicians would be held on April 28 from 10-2 at City Hall.

D. Public Works Director Young reported that 4more lights have the wiring installed but are not lit on the Navajo Blvd. project.

E. Public Works Director Young reported that a review meeting had been held today regarding the Streetscape project and that it is mostly a matter of dotting the I’s and crossing the T’s to get the project to the 90% stage.  Councilmember Stuart asked if SHPO had been involved with the choice of pedestrian lights.  Public Works Director Young stated that he would verify that information and report back. 

CLAIMS:

Councilmember Stuart asked who had attended the Arizona Building Officials training.  City Clerk Millage replied Eberle Eckright.  Councilmember Stuart asked who had attended the Caselle training.  City Clerk Millage reported that Caselle had come to here for the training and Vickie James, Cheryl Plucker and Fern Larson had attended.  Councilmember Stuart asked if this was cheaper than going to Caselle.  Manager Newlin stated that it was.  Councilmember Stuart asked if this was something that Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $20, 733.96.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Councilmember Stuart asked if the Council could receive an updated Calendar with the work sessions that have been scheduled.  City Clerk Millage stated that she would get the calendar updated. 

(Item #B)

This item was moved to the end of the agenda by unanimous consent to allow for adjournment into executive session.

NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A-E) 

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the special event liquor licenses for the American Legion dates of May 13, 200, May 20, 2006, June 3, 2006, June 10, 2006 and June 17, 2006.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

 (Item #F)

Safety Officer Don Fischer gave a presentation on the City of Holbrook’s Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan saying that the process to develop the plan had started in September 2004.  Mr. Fischer stated that by establishing the plan it would streamline the administration of disaster relief if the City needs to apply for Federal funding for disaster assistance.  Mr. Fischer stated that the bottom line is that effective November 1, 2004 any community wishing to obtain funding from the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program must have a FEMA and State approved multi-hazard mitigation plan and after the adoption of the Resolution the plan will be submitted to both agencies for their approval.  Mayor Smithson presented Resolution 06-05 captioned as follows:

Resolution #06-05

WHEREAS the City of Holbrook has historically experienced severe damage from natural and human-caused hazards such as flooding, wildfire, thunderstorms/high winds, hazardous materials incidents, and transportation accidents on many occasions in the past century, resulting in loss of property and life, economic hardship, and threats to public health and safety;

A roll call vote was held with the following results:  

(Item #G)

Manager Newlin informed the Council that the property next to the Living West Park still contains benzene gas and that the soil is contaminated underneath the parking lot.  Manager Newlin stated that the State lead project will remove the contaminated soil at not cost to the City and the parking lot will be completely restored also with no cost to the City.  Councilmember Stuart asked how, what, when and where this would happen.  Manager Newlin replied as soon as possible probably during the middle of tourist season.  Councilmember Stuart asked if the trees would be removed and Manager Newlin explained that this is only the parking lot not the park area.  Councilmember Carlisle asked if the State would cover the pavement costs.  Manager Newlin stated that everything would be covered by the State.  Mayor Smithson made a motion to approve the agreement/contract with the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality for final clean up of former Heward Motors site, 114 W. Hopi.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Item #H)

Councilmember Szink stated that he had real concerns about petitions from the public stating that some petitions seem to contain adverse comments towards Council and Staff.  Councilmember Szink stated that he felt Council needs to take steps to avoid abuse during the call to the public.  Councilmember Szink stated that he understands Mr. Barger’s concerns regarding speaking about items on the agenda.  Mayor Smithson stated that the Council did not have to allow petitions form the public but feels that the Council is in agreement they need it.  Mayor Smithson stated that he felt it should stay at the beginning of the meeting and have a five-minute limit.  Mayor Smithson commented that he did not know if prior Council’s have discussed personal attacks during the petitions but the other two procedures are in place and he feels like Mr. Barger that the beginning of the meeting is where the public should get to voice their opinion.  Councilmember Stuart commented that Winslow has petitions from the public at the beginning of the meeting and comments from the public at the end of the meeting with 2-minute limits.  Manager Newlin stated that there would continue to be problems with the petitions from the public if the comments are not directed towards items on the agenda.  Manager Newlin stated that this needs to be controlled, as the call from the public is a time for the public to discuss policies and procedures of the City but never to be for personal attacks. Chief of Police Hartup stated that in his previous City experience they had 2 calls to the public one at the beginning so that people could make their concerns heard only on agenda items in which they were allowed five minutes and the other was for anyone to make public comment and they were allowed tow minutes.  Councilmember Stuart made a motion to have 2 calls to the public one at the beginning with a limit of 5 minutes and one at the end with a limit of 2 minutes.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded.  Mayor Smithson commented that he felt the opening one should be for five minutes and the end one should be only pertaining to items on the agenda.  Councilmember Stuart amended her motion to include this item.  Vice-Mayor Font amended his second.  Councilmember Carlisle asked why not the other way around as with five minutes at the beginning for agenda items only and the 2nd for public comments.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that he felt at the beginning of the meeting the public would like to discuss what is on the agenda and be allowed five minutes to do such and be given five minutes at the end to discuss whatever they would like.  Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to amend the motion to make the opening call to the public for five minutes, which is to discuss items on the agenda, and the second call will be at the end prior to adjournment and it will be for five minutes to discuss any item. Councilmember Stuart seconded.  Mayor Smithson stated he did not like the five minutes on the end and felt it should be less.  Councilmember Szink stated that he is still concerned about people coming in and making discouraging remarks about Council and Staff.  Mayor Smithson stated that it is up to the Mayor and Council to keep the Public in line and call the meeting to order.  Mayor Smithson called for the question on the first motion and the motion carried on a 4 for 3 against with Smithson, Haussman and Szink voting no.  City Clerk Millage asked a procedural question as to whether the Council wanted both items called petitions from the public.  Mayor Smithson stated yes but one form would need to be changed to read items on the agenda only.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Smithson adjourned the meeting into executive session by unanimous consent at 8:12 p.m. for discussion or consultation with the City Attorney for any item listed on the agenda, to instruct its representatives regarding negotiations for the purchase, sale or lease of real property-Greencap, LLC, for discussion consultation with City Attorney regarding public information requests and minutes of the executive session held on March 14, 2006.  

POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Smithson made a motion to instruct the City Manager and City Attorney to continue negotiations with Greencap Energy LLC with the purpose of selling 50 acres to them in the City’s Heavy Industrial Park.  Vice-Mayor Font seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember Haussman made a motion to instruct the City Attorney to research all the cost options involved with the public records requests so that Council can evaluate them publicly.  Mayor Smithson seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember Szink made a motion to approve the executive session minutes of March 14, 2006.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

None.

GENERAL PLAN REVIEW:

Work session to be held on May 23, 2006.  Councilmember Stuart stated that Manager Newlin was to get to the Council by this meeting the Staff’s ranking of the General Plan goals.  Manager Newlin stated that due to Economic Development Issues he has not had time to prepare this for Council but will get it to them as soon as possible.

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time the meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 9:34 p.m.

                                                                                   ________________________

        Bryan Smithson, Mayor

CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the 25th Day of April 2006. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Millage, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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