
 

 

Holbrook Economic  
Development Update 

Pacific Holt Corp Crosses Leroux  

 What has been 
described as the 
largest infrastructure 
upgrade to the Hol-
brook wastewater 
and water systems in 
several years is 
nearing completion.  

 Despite complica-
tions and challenges  
Pacific Holt Corp 

(PHC) has success-
fully accomplished 
the scour project 
opening the way to 
inserting sleeves for 
water and waste 
lines in the near fu-
ture.  

 “The timing of 
this project was ex-
tremely important” 

said John Gurrola, 
“we needed to beat 
the monsoon season.” 

 Plans for adding 
the lines are under-
way, Lyon Engineer-
ing from Prescott has 
taken the lead on the 
project planning and 
additional progress is 
expected this fall. 
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News briefs: 
• Last edition’s Poll:  

Do you want new re-
tail, commercial and 
industrial business in 
Holbrook? Yes or No? 
 

48 yes  2 no 
 

• Finley property sale to 
close escrow June 29 

• Full sized Lizard Lane to 
open June 23 

• Watch for news and up-
dates for the B3 surveys. 
Gail Sadler is assembling 
the team 
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Expansion Solutions features Holbrook 

 Expansion Solutions maga-
zine bills itself “Where Pro-
gressive Companies Meet Grow-
ing Communities”.. 
 In the June—July edition, 
on page 53 there is an article 
describing Holbrook and a half 
page advertisement. 

 “This magazine is a favorite 
among site selectors”, said Kim 
Merkle, from the magazine.   

 Each edition focuses on 
an emerging market or top tier  
industry. Cities, States and US 

Protectorates advertise and 
showcase themselves to a 
readership largely comprised of 
decision-makers engaged in 
finding new locations and bet-
ter demographic opportunities 
for a wide variety of indus-
tries and businesses.  

 The online Holbrook 
story and showcase will be 
posted to the magazine’s web-
site within three weeks.  

Go to: 
www.expansionsolutionsmagazine.com 

Support our local merchants, buy locally, it
 helps Holbrook, it helps all of u

s! 



 

 

Condemnation of  Sun & Sand Motel  

 The clean up of Hopi Drive is 
underway. City attorney Sterling 
Solomon has been working on 
correspondence to require action 
or face condemnation of 902 
West Hopi Drive, otherwise 
known as the Sun and Sand Mo-
tel.  

 In the 50’s and 60’s the Sun 
and Sand was a favorite stop 
for many Route 66 travelers. 
 Meals from the Plainsman 
across the street along with 

some great coffee made this a 
desirable and pleasant place to 
stay. 

 But the property has long 
been neglected by owner Ronald 
McIntosh. Mortgage holder Jeff 
Slyter has been unable to locate 
McIntosh to try to resolve the 
blight and unresolved title is-
sues.  

 “Once Mr. Solomon com-
pletes his research and produces 
the letters we need then the 

Holbrook Investment & Development Council (HIDC) 
Bigger, Stronger 

 The questions have been 
asked, the answers have been 
received. Due diligence phone  
calls have resulted in additional 
feedback about the company 
most interested in improving ag-
ing infrastructure   

 As each day passes and the  
clock inexorably ticks away pre-
cious time the anxious question 
about ‘will we or won’t we?’ lin-

gers unanswered. 

 It must be noted that the 
Corix offer to manage our waste 
water system is a big decision, 
but one that has already been 
made by many Arizona cities and 
towns. Private management of 
waste water systems is quite 
common in Arizona and else-
where. 

 With a company such as Corix 

Holbrook would benefit most  
from the fact Corix does not 
need to find grant or loan dol-
lars, thus we save time and 
money. 

 Regardless of who operates 
the waste water system, the 
artificially low rates must rise 
to meet operation costs.
 The Corix matter will be on 
the July 10 council agenda. 
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What about Corix?? 

 It was a cool win-
ter night in December 
2006 when the first 
six charter members 
sat down in the Holi-

day Inn Express sunroom to create 
the HIDC.  

 From that charter meeting the 
HIDC has showcased several speak-
ers, programs and activities. The 
group has consistently attended 

each City Council meeting since 
the group formed. The HIDC 
has often spoken in support of 
various items on the council 
agenda, 

 Membership and attendance 
has grown (over 30 members) 
and has consistently been aver-
aging 15—20 at each meeting.  

 A recent group photo was 

featured in an upcoming 
story about the group. 

 The HIDC meets the 
first and third Thursday 
of each month and offers 
cutting edge topics, fresh 
news and outstanding net-
working. Call 928-524-
1875 for details, inter-
ested parties are welcome.  

City will aggressively work to 
clean up the site”, stated A’kos 
Kovach E.D. Director for the 
City. “In fact we already have 
two interested parties eager to 
buy and rehabilitate the motel,” 
Kovach continued, “we are very 
interested in hearing from any-
one who may know how to reach 
Mr. McIntosh so we can get 
this wonderful part of the city 
reinstated.” 



 

 

 It all began last year 
when the City purchased land 
from Jeffers Cattle Co. in 
order to expand the airport.  

 Next came buyers in the 
form of New Sundance LLC,  
PSiSC, American Savings Life 
and Pacific Holt Corp. One by 
one these sales have helped 
raise demand and values.  

 A recent appraisal of a 

JASKL Heating & Cooling 

 

  

  

 

 

 The halls and of-
fices at City Hall 
are cooler thanks to 
John Mattson.  

 Mattson is the 
licensed and bonded 
owner operator of 
JASKL Heating —

Land values continue to increase in and around Holbrook, another 
good indicator of  demand and growth 

     The skies behind the 
Taco Bell on Navajo Blvd will 
be brighter in the near fu-
ture. 

  A Fed Ex Pick up and drop 
off station is working its way 
through the engineering and 
planning stage at this time. 

  Brad Heward, owner of the 

property has indicated there 
will be a new road and other 
improvements to the commer-
cial area east of Navajo Blvd 
facing I-40. The area will 
soon have a new look and 25 
new jobs. 

 The contractor for the 
project will be Karstetter and   

Fed Ex to have local presence 
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     As recently as 12 
months ago land sales re-
flected that raw land was 
selling between $250—
$350 per acre. Not so to-
day. 

 While some lucky souls 
are still finding ‘steals and 
deals’ in the $300 dollar 
range, the actual appraised 
values in and around Hol-
brook have improved. 

466 acre parcel, completed on 
behalf of the City of Hol-
brook, reflected that unim-
proved raw land (no infra-
structure) was now valued at 
$956.00 per acre. 

 This amazing turnaround is 
the result of many factors, 
but the important thing is 
that demand is going up, 
which a precursor to growth.   

 

problem and then fixing 
it. 

 Mattson works in Hol-
brook several days per 
week and is an author-
ized dealer for some 
major product lines.  

Lyon Engineering will also be 
on the job.  

 “Dirt work is expected to 
begin this month”, said He-
ward, “we will be operational 
by fall”. 

Summer is officially here 

Heat & Air service  

Offers relief 

CALL JASKL @ 

928-536-3874 

Cooling—Duct Clean-
ing.  

 The name JASKL 
is a combination of 
the first initials of 
the family members 
who take pride in 
quickly identifying a 
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928-524-6225 X 33 

 

Holbrook 
Economic Development 

Department 
465 First Avenue 

Holbrook, AZ 86025 
 

We are on the Web!  

www.ci.holbrook.az.us 

Editor’s Corner Have questions about Holbrook? Email call or send us your questions, 
we will print as many questions & an-
swers as possible that pertain to a larger audience. 

This newsletter is interactive. 
If you have questions or com-
ments about items contained on 
these pages, please contact the 
editor @ 928-524-6225 x 33 

 

 At a recent city 
council study session 
hosted by the Eco-
nomic Development 
Department, new city  
council members and 
approximately 40 citi-
zens were engaged and 
informed by the lively 
and informative quar-
tet of speakers. 

 Brent Brown from 
the Governors Office, 

Bill Bolin from the De-
partment of Commerce, 
David Bentler from APS 
and Bruce Coomer the 
AAED Executive Director 
did a superlative job of 
presenting historical, 
current and future per-
spectives. 

 A recurring theme was 
their encouragement for 
Holbrook to utilize exist-
ing resources, and each 

each presenter offered 
any and all help they 
could provide.  

 In this spirit of 
cooperation the panel 
stayed after the study 
session and provided 
advice, handed out 
business cards and 
sought input from 
council members as well 
as the public.  

 This sort of men-
toring and assistance  
helps promote a city 
such as Holbrook. 
 With the support 
of these critical 
strategic partners we 
stand poised to face 
the future with pre-
paredness and an eye 
on sustainability. We 
thank the panel for 
their support! 

Economic Development Study Session was big hit  
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     This past week has been a ‘busy month’ for the Eco-nomic Development Department. Interest in our city and demand for additional services are increasing every day.    New industries, new jobs and new opportunities are all on the horizon for Holbrook. Although we still have a  small cadre of ankle biters and grouchy ’no growth’ peo-ple, the majority is leaning towards boosting our popula-tion, adding new homes, cleaning up our city, increasing the size and diversity of our retail community as well as attracting more employers. 
    ‘Working together’ is a critical component of economic development, this means you. Do you have an idea for a new business? Do you want to expand your current busi-ness? Do you know investors who are ’waiting for some-thing big’ before they decide to invest? If the  answer to any of these questions is ‘yes’, I invite you to contact me, allow me to offer my help.   A’kos Kovach      
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The Children's Literature Bookshelf 
As reviewed by Dr. Terrance Nollen  

Eve Bunting.  Fox, Mem.  Illustrated by Pamela Lofts.  Koala Lou.  Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, New York, 1988, 32 pages, Grades 1-3. 

 

 What happens in a family when a new baby is born?  Of course, there is joy and happiness in the family.  But 
occasionally, the child closest to the baby feels displaced and unwanted.  It only stands to reason that the 
child would feel this way.  For all of his life, the mother has focused on him.  Now all of a sudden, there is a 
stranger in the home, and this stranger is taking all of the mother's attention.  This becomes a very difficult 
time for many children.  This enchanting story, set in Australia, tells of a young koala bear's struggles with 
this situation. 

 

 As a baby, Koala Lou was the center of her mother's life.  All of the mother's attention was focused on her.  
When they climbed a gum tree or walked about the forest, Koala Lou always felt her mother's love for her.  
They constantly played games and enjoyed the outdoors together.  Because Koala Lou did not have any broth-
ers or sisters, her mother was well rested and able to be devoted to Koala Lou.  The mother Koala Bear would 
always end their adventures with the beautiful phrase: "Koala Lou, I do love you."  Because of this heartfelt 
attention, Koala Lou had a sunny disposition and was well loved by all the animals in the forest.  But as the 
years went on, her mother began having other baby koalas.  Soon the mother was so involved in caring for all 
the baby koalas that she had little time to spend with Koala Lou.  This created a sense of sadness in Koala 
Lou.  Why wasn't her mother paying as much attention to her?  As Koala Lou pondered this question she came 
up with an answer.  If she could do something extraordinary, her mother might sweep her up in her arms and 
again say: "Koala Lou, I do love you."  But what event would be so unusual to allow for this deeply desired em-
brace.   

 

 Soon Koala Lou found the answer.  The Bush Olympics were about to be held in the forest.  Koala Lou rea-
soned that if she won a Bush Olympic Event, her mother would again tell her how much she loved her.  With 
this Koala Lou began training vigorously for the Olympics.  She did sit-ups, lifted weights and ran up and down 
trees.  Her mother watched her in training, but was so busy with the younger koalas that she could only wave 
and pass on by.  On the day the Bush Olympics started, Koala Lou was ready.  She was going to enter the gum 
tree climbing event.  At this point the action begins to accelerate.  But who challenges Koala Lou in this critical 
event?  How can a sporting event cause joy and heartache at the same time?  Would you train for months for 
an Olympic event you may not be able to win?  Have you ever ached to have someone tell you that you were 
loved?  Who is part of the touching scene at the end of the Olympics?  To find out, read this entertaining pic-
ture book, Koala Lou by Mem Fox. 

 

 Mem Fox is a well known Australian children's writer.  Most young children will be introduced to a number of 
new Australian animals and phrases. This book is an excellent picture book to orally read to your children.  It 
will engender a great deal of warmth between the parent and child.  I personally found the drawing of Koala 
Lou's tennis shoes to be most endearing and funny.   Most young children really enjoy this book; I hope you do 
as well. 
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