MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON FEBRUARY 23, 2010 
CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Hill called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Jeff Hill, Councilmember’s Wade Carlisle, Richard Peterson, Phillip Cobb, Myron Maxwell and Charles Haussman.  Vice-Mayor Matt Searles was absent and excused due to work.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Randall Sullivan Finance Director led the pledge of allegiance and Police Chief Jackson gave the invocation.

CITY STAFF:  

Interim City Manager Ray Alley, Finance Director Randy Sullivan and City Clerk Cher Reyes. 
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCMENTS/PRESENTATION:
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Melissa Prather petitioned the Council regarding an Ordinance establishing a time limit to tear a building down. Ms. Prather listed two locations at which the demolition was started and never finished:  E. Hopi and 1st Street and the 400 block of Encanto.
CONSENT AGENDA:
Councilmember Peterson made a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda.  
A. Claims/payment approval for February 4, 2010 thru February 17, 2010.
B. Minutes of the regular meeting held on February 9, 2010. 
Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

CLAIMS/PAYMENT APPROVAL FOR WALT’S HARDWARE:  February 4, 2010 thru February 17, 2010.  

Mayor Hill and Councilmember Carlisle excused themselves from this item as they are the owners of Walt’s Hardware. Councilmember Cobb made a motion to approve the claims for Walt’s Hardware in the amount of $224.98.  Councilmember Maxwell seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:
1.  Mayor Hill reported that the Interim Manager and he had attended a meeting on the transportation study and that Manager Alley has prepared a summary report which has been distributed to Council.
Council Members:

1. Councilmember Cobb reported that the truck route or commercial route appears to be included in the transportation study and that the train station could become a stopping point.
2. Councilmember Cobb reported  that the grand opening of the Nizhoni Youth Center was a lovely event held on Saturday and that Vice-Mayor Searles, Chief Jackson and himself attended.

3. Councilmember Cobb reported that the Princess and Pea was presented at the George Gardner Performing Arts Center and was a wonderful event.

4. Councilmember Carlisle stated that he would like the Council to have a meeting with Al Holler as citizens are asking a lot of questions and he believes due process needs to be clarified.
5. Councilmember Cobb reported that he has collected $500.00 for his non-hair cutting fund raiser for Special Olympics.  Councilmember Cobb stated that he plans to cut his hair on April 1 and if anyone wants to donate they still have time.
Manager’s Report:
1. Finance Director Sullivan reported on the utility audit saying that he has gone through every audit paper and summarized the findings. Finance Director Sullivan stated that if any of the Council have questions or would like to see how he summarized the findings to please come and see him.
2. Finance Director Sullivan reported that he and  Interim Manager Alley have had discussions with Al Holler regarding the Sales Tax Audit.  Interim Manager Alley stated that he believes if the Council desires to meet with Mr. Holler it should be in a work session.
OLD BUSINESS:

A.  Interim Manager Alley stated that it appears from the article in the paper that the college is willing to work with us.  Interim Manage Alley asked that the Council wait to see if the buildings are removed within six weeks. Interim Manager Alley stated that he has drafted a letter if the Council chooses to proceed.  Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to table the item for six weeks.  Councilmember Haussman seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
B.  Interim Manager Alley presented the Council with an appraisal for the property between the Court Apartments and the Coronado II Apartments in the amount of $35,000.00.  Interim Manager Alley stated that North Country has requested a second option on the front piece along Navajo Boulevard which was appraised at $75,000.00. City Clerk Reyes explained that property sales require an Ordinance, two readings of such and then 30 days for it to take effect. Ms. Reyes said that it was her understanding that North Country had to break ground in April to fulfill the requirement of their grant.  Ms. Reyes stated that Staff is proposing to have the first reading on March 9 and the second at a Special Meeting to be held on March 16 making the Ordinance effective April 16.  Ms. Reyes stated that the property will be bid with the notice to be published March 3 and bid opening to be held on March 8.  Ms. Reyes stated that the procedure to dispose of land is up to the Council.  Interim Manager Alley recommended that the property be bid and advertised. Ms. Reyes stated that an agreement for sale and a development agreement will be included with the Ordinance. Ms. Reyes stated that a minimum bid can be established by Council if desired.  Councilmember Maxwell asked if the appraisal fits within North Country’s budget.  Interim Manager Alley replied that it does and that he believes minimum bid should be appraised value.  Councilmember Cobb made a motion to bid the property with the minimum being the appraised value and pending a development agreement.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded.  Mayor Hill stated that this is an asset of the City of Holbrook and while he is not if favor of selling the City’s assets but this is for a medical facility and fits within the General Plan and pending a development agreement where they will state what will be done. Mayor Hill called for the question and the motion carried unanimously
NEW BUSINESS:
A.  Interim Manager Alley stated that recognizing the times we are in there are still 2-3 months available to hold fundraisers and believes the Swim Team should hold such and come back at a later time to ask Council for the funds they are short.  Adicia Paschal stated that the Swim Team does have time to hold fundraisers and they are agreeable to such but they wanted to get their foot in the door in case the funds are short.  Mayor Hill made a motion to table this item until such time that Manager Alley and Ms. Paschal determine to place back on the agenda for remaining amount.  Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
B.  Mayor Hill presented Resolution 10-02 captioned as follows:
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE FEES FOR USERS OF THE CITY POTABLE AND CONSTRUCTION WATER 

Interim Manager Alley stated that Vice-Mayor Searles, Councilmember Maxwell and he had come up with the simplest solution for these rates and that is that if you are a City of Holbrook account holder you pay the same rate as residents of $1.75 per thousand gallons.  Interim Manager Alley stated that these account holders have a $150.00 deposit on file and will be billed monthly just like the citizens. Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to adopt Resolution 10-02.  Councilmember Haussman seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
C. Mayor Hill presented Resolution 10-03 captioned as follows:
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA PROTESTING THE STATE OF ARIZONA’S PLAN TO PRIVATIZE REST AREAS.
Mayor Hill stated that he had requested this item and that the State has authority to enter into public and private partnerships. Mayor Hill stated that the talk is that ADOT wants to privatize the rest areas.  Mayor Hill stated that there is a Federal law which prohibits such but the State of Arizona and several other states are interested in lobbying to have it removed so that rest areas can be commercialized. Mayor Hill stated that he would like the Council to support the Resolution so that he can lobby until they come up with a better solution.  Mayor Hill stated that if the rest areas can be developed it will be direct competition for sales tax revenues because if you could get gas or food without pulling off the Interstate why would you stop in a City. Councilmember Carlisle stated that Representative Koponicki had stated that he has two businesses along Interstate and each time a rest area closes his business increases by double digits. Councilmember Carlisle stated that Representative Koponicki stated that it will definitely impact local businesses if rest areas are privatized.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that we need to open dialogue to let the State know how the City feels about this. Councilmember Haussman asked if there were any nearby states that have privatized rest areas with success. City Clerk Reyes stated that California has but she doesn’t know if it was successful. Councilmember Haussman stated that the rest areas in California are almost like flea markets with a restroom. Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to adopt resolution 10-03.  Councilmember Cobb seconded and the Resolution was adopted. 
D. Mayor Hill presented Resolution 10-04 captioned as follows:

E. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, PERTAINING TO THE SUBMISSION OF PROJECTS FOR CONSIDERATION IN ARIZONA’S 2011 HIGHWAY SAFETY PLAN:

Police Chief Mark Jackson stated that at the last Council meeting a request to submit a grant application to the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety had been approved.  Chief Jackson said that when putting all the paperwork together for submission Staff discovered that a Resolution has to accompany the application. Chief Jackson stated that the grant application is for $46,000 for Traffic Safety, $3,000 for DUI Enforcement overtime and a second proposal has been submitted in the amount of $24,000.00.  Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to adopt Resolution 10-04.  Councilmember Cobb seconded and the Resolution was adopted.
E.  Interim Manager Alley reported that he is waiting on a bid from a Vendor to remove a mobile home from Anita. Interim Manager Alley explained that once the structure is removed a lien will be recorded against the property for the costs incurred by the City for the removal. Interim Manager Alley stated that the house on Florida which the City is trying to condemn is still about 6 weeks away and will probably cost $20,000 in legal fees. Interim Manager Alley stated that we may possibly remove the old water shop on E. Iowa if the cost is not too prohibitive.  Interim Manager Alley said that we are going to have to bite the bullet and fund for these types of abatement. Councilmember Peterson asked if Staff has any idea how many of these structures exist and if a procedure will be developed to determine removal of them. Interim Manager Alley replied that a procedure will be developed.  
F.  Interim manager Alley asked that the Council approve submission of a grant to FAA for an Environmental Assessment.  Mr. Alley said that the assessment must be conducted in order to obtain the Cardlock System, Fuel Tank and pumps all of which will be grant funded. Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to approve submission of the grant application.  Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
G.  Mayor Hill read a statement saying that the City Code has not been followed regarding the appointment of Board Members for the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Mayor Hill recommended that the Code possibly be revised to allow for the reduction of Board Members from 7-5 and those new appointments occur once a year for 5 year terms. Mayor Hill stated that the suggestion to reduce the Board is due to term length. Mayor Hill stated that every other year Board Member’s are to be appointed same as Council terms.  Mayor Hill stated that we have an Ordinance which is not being followed so perhaps it needs to be changed so that it is followed.  Mayor Hill stated that he would like to speak with the Planning and Zoning Commission to see what their suggestions are and is asking the Council to endorse this.  Mayor Hill stated that he feels one other Councilmember should attend with him.  City Clerk Reyes stated next Planning and Zoning meeting will be held on March 18, 2010 at 5:15 p.m. Councilmember Cobb made a motion for Mayor Hill and Councilmember Peterson to attend the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting on March 18, 2010 at 5:15 to open dialogue regarding the Commission’s appointments and terms. Councilmember Haussman seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
H. City Clerk Reyes reported that the Manager’s position had been posted in-house for the minimum requirement and that only one person had applied, Ray Alley who is now serving as Interim Manager. Mayor Hill stated that Items H & I could be combined as they deal with each other.  Mayor Hill asked Council if they had any interview questions.  Councilmember Haussman asked Mr. Alley if he wanted the position.  Mr. Alley stated that he did.  Mayor Hill made a motion to hire Ray Alley for the full-time Manager’s position.  Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Mr. Alley stated that in his contract he has requested that 2 weeks of vacation time be available to him immediately and that he accrue another 2 weeks throughout the year. Mr. Alley stated that there is a “no buy out clause” in his contract also.  Councilmember Haussman made a motion to approve the contract between the City of Holbrook and Ray Alley with the start date being today and the pay compensation being $91,000 annually. Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Hill offered condolences to Mr. Alley for the recent passing of his mother. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
None.
POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:
CALL TO THE AUDIENCE:

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 8:12 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________

        Jeff Hill, Mayor
CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the 23rd day of February 2010.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Reyes, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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