MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON March 27, 2007
CALL TO ORDER:  

Vice-Mayor Font called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Bryan Smithson, Councilmembers Spike Simmons, Stuart Szink and Wade Carlisle.  Councilmember Haussman was present by teleconference. Vice-Mayor Font and Stuart was absent and excused.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Mayor Smithson led the pledge of allegiance and Public Works Director Young gave the invocation.

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Smithson read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

City Manager David Newlin, Chief of Police DWayne Hartup, Public Works Director Dick Young, Economic Development Director A’Kos Kovach, City Attorney Sterling Solomon and City Clerk Cher Millage.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on February 27, 2007 were presented for review.  Councilmember Simmons asked that the following corrections be made to page 59, line 8 needs to include Councilmember Carlisle as he was present at the meeting and line 14 needs to read Vice-Mayor Font read the Mission Statement.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
CANVASS OF ELECTION:
Mayor Smithson read the canvass of the Primary Election.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to accept the Canvass of the Primary Election.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Paul Dobell, President of the Holbrook Chamber of Commerce introduced Joshua Wegner as the new Chamber Executive Director.  Mr. Dobell thanked outgoing Director Mr. Art Standiford for all his work during his tenure at the Chamber. Mr. Wegner thanked everyone for the warm welcome. 
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Mayor Smithson reminded the public that at the conclusion of an open call to the public, individual members of the public body may respond to criticism made by those who have addressed the public body, may ask staff to review a matter or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda.  Mayor Smithson also reminded the public that petitions are limited to 5 minutes each.
Mike DeWitt petitioned the Council regarding the Holbrook Police Department’s new door check policy on behalf of Tate’s Auto Center and thanked the Department or their good work and asked that they keep it up.

Jack Young petitioned the Council regarding the signage coming into Holbrook indicating that Holbrook is the Home of the Hashknife Pony Express and thanked Mr. Carlisle for placing this item on the agenda. 

Mary Koury, Superintendent of the Holbrook Unified School District regarding the George Gardner Performing Arts Center and asked that the Council vote later on in the meeting to direct Staff to move ahead with assisting with the project of adding space to the  Center across the back.  Mrs. Koury stated that this additional space could be utilized by such events as the Little Colorado River Jazz Festival and Regional Economic Development meetings.  Mrs. Koury also stated that this space could increase economic development benefits for Holbrook immensely.  Mrs. Koury stated that the Contractor was present at the meeting if the Council should have questions of him.
SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:

A. Mayor Smithson recognized the Holbrook Youth Basketball League which has just ended and that Delmar Johnson and his wife Jme deserve our thanks and appreciation for all they do for the youth of Holbrook.

B. Mayor Smithson recognized the persons who helped the victims of the bus wreck on Sunday and presented a thank-you card from the victims.
Council Members:  

A. Councilmember Simmons reported that the Arizona Republic had an article regarding the bus accident and they had several nice things to say about Holbrook.
B. Councilmember Simmons reported that he had attended the Meth Forum held last week and it is something to be taken seriously.

C. Councilmember Simmons reported that on Friday the Economic Development summit IV was held and he was very pleased how it went and that there were no negatives. 
  
Manager’s Report:

A. Manager Newlin reported that last Thursday was the first meeting of the Little Colorado Heritage Group and it was very well attended.  Next  meeting will be held in Winslow.
B. Manager Newlin reported that Fire Chief Young and he had attended a meeting of the McLaws Road Fire District.
C. Manager Newlin reported that the quarterly Mayors and Councilmember’s meeting would be held April 2, 2007 in Snowflake.

D. Manager Newlin reported that Dave Sikes, ADOT District Engineer will be retiring on April 30, 2007.  
CLAIMS:

Councilmember Simmons asked what the payment to Colby and Powell was for.  City Clerk Millage stated that it was for the audit.  Councilmember Carlisle asked if a portion of Woodson’s Engineering is included in the budget amendment later on in the meeting.  City Clerk Millage stated that a portion of this was included in the budget amendment.  Councilmember Haussman asked what period of time the Blue Hills Environmental billing was for?  City Clerk Millage stated that it was for two months.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $462,497.15.  Mayor Smithson seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)
Mayor Smithson stated that he suggested that the work session that was to be held this evening be cancelled and held at another time as Councilmember Stuart was to lead it and was not going to be in attendance.  Councilmember Simmons stated that he felt somewhere in the near future a work session would need to be held on the joint use facility.
NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Mayor Smithson read the four proposals that are on the agenda this evening for a joint use facility:  1. Tourism/visitation center with Petrified Forest National Park, 2. Renovation and expansion of swimming pool, 3. Addition of classrooms to George Gardner Performing Arts Center, 4. Police/Ambulance/fire joint use facility.  Mayor Smithson stated that he would like to hear more about the swimming pool and police/ambulance/fire facility.  Manager Newlin stated that when this item was taken to Staff if was discussed that our swimming pool is going to need major renovations and we were trying to find a way to bring NPC in the mix as they have set aside $600,000.00 for a joint use facility which will impact the community and Staff was concerned how to manage this.  Manager Newlin stated that Staff was considering options to possibly expand the pool facility and the use of Hunt Park which could be used to by the City and NPC and something that would attract more student enrollment for the college. Manager Newlin stated that Chief Hartup and Chief Young have discussed the need for a joint public safety facility which would include multi-purpose space on a common parcel of ground.  Manager Newlin stated that Staff considered how they could more efficiently serve the community and get the best results with the tax payer’s dollars.  Councilmember Szink stated that he did not know if this would be an appropriate time to attempt to work towards a joint use facility with the college as they are in turmoil.  Mayor Smithson stated that the joint use facility has been in the works for over 6 years and we need to do something and he agrees that we need to get NPC on board.  Mayor Smithson stated that he felt the only option that fits a joint use facility with NPC is the tourism/visitation center with the Petrified Forest, NPC and the City and he does not feel that NPC will go along with any of the other options.  Councilmember Haussman asked how many years the joint use facility has been discussed in the Community.   Mayor Smithson replied “almost 7 years”.  Councilmember Haussman stated almost 7 years and nothing has been done and he suggests that we look at something and get on with it and bring a benefit to the Community as soon as possible.  Councilmember Simmons stated that Councilmember Haussman had a strong point and that is the money which has been set aside and has been sitting for 6-7 years is losing its purchasing power and at this point he knows we will have to add money to what is set aside.  Mayor Smithson agreed that we need to do something.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that he would like to see this question posed to NPC and see how they respond to it.  Mayor Smithson stated that so far every suggestion that has been taken to NPC they have responded that if the City will give them something concrete they will look at it and have not committed to anything.  Councilmember Haussman stated that if the Council wrangles back and forth and gets into little political knots and feels that Council needs to move tonight.  Councilmember Haussman stated that he got on the Council for economic growth and he is tired of hearing about this money and wants to move tonight to direct the staff on something.  Councilmember Szink seconded.  Councilmember Haussman asked Superintendent Koury how much funding it would take to complete this meeting space.  Mrs. Koury replied $329,000.00.  Councilmember Haussman stated that this is for additional meeting space not classroom and that parking has been mentioned and he feels that the required parking can be met with existing parking.  Mayor Smithson stated that there is no doubt that the performing arts center will be important to the Community and will be well utilized.  Councilmember Carlisle added that he would like to see the whole amount spent on the facility rather than just the $329,000.00 perhaps expanding the project or parking and expend the existing funds.  Councilmember Haussman stated that this School District is a nice functioning school district and a great draw in terms of economic benefit and this facility will indicate that we are committed to education. Mayor Smithson stated that he is hesitating as he feels this project is great and we need it but this is not what the joint use facility was envisioned when the City started  off with NPC.  Mayor Smithson asked the City Clerk to read the motion back. City Clerk Millage read the motion for the Mayor.  Mayor Smithson stated that he could probably go along with this but he has a feeling that the Council will be coming back to work another area with the Cultural Center with the Petrified Forest.  Councilmember Haussman pointed out that the George Gardner Performing Arts Center could have Cultural ties to it.  Mayor Smithson stated that was true but it’s not with NPC.  Councilmember Haussman asked if we had to have NPC on board and what we had to do to have them on board.  Mayor Smithson stated that we would have to have them on board for the $600,000.00.  Councilmember Haussman asked if this was our money or if there were two pots of money.  Manager Newlin explained that NPC has $600,000.00 set aside and the City has $500,000.00 set aside.  Councilmember Simmons stated that he felt that it was possible to work with NPC to see if they are on board with the same project as he feels the Center could benefit the college as well as they could use it for meetings.  Councilmember Simmons stated that there was no reason that NPC, the Holbrook School District and the City could not all work together for the common good of the Community.  Councilmember Haussman stated that he did not place in his motion to go ahead and study but to do whatever means possible to get this on the table and he is anxious to move with the process.  Mayor Smithson stated that he did not think he could go along with this.  Mayor Smithson called for the question and the motion carried with four “ayes” and one “nay” with Mayor Smithson casting the “nay” vote. 
(Item #B)

Mayor Smithson presented Ordiance 07-04 for its first reading captioned as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, AUTHORIZING

THE SALE OF REAL PROPERTY OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK:

NAMELY PARCEL NUMBERS 109-37-005G, MORE FULLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO.

(Item #C) 

Manager Newlin stated that the budget amendment before the Council is to essentially complete and bring up to date the Library Construction for this fiscal year.  Manager Newlin stated that this brings the total cost of the Library to $277,000.00.  Manager Newlin explained that the new library structure is worth $125.00 per square foot but with the grant funds and volunteer labor was built at about 22 cents on the dollar.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve a budget amendment not to exceed $125,000.00 for the library project.  Mayor Smithson seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #D)

Manager Newlin stated that the budget amendment for Economic Development is being requested due to the large expense incurred for engineering services for the fiscal year.  Manager Newlin reminded Council that revenue from the sale of the Finley Property will more than recoup these costs.  Councilmember Carlisle asked what the funds were spent on and Mayor Smithson agreed.  Economic Development Director Kovach stated that part of this is to balance the books as we sold property to PSiSC and we didn’t have any place to put the dollars which we received. City Clerk Millage explained that the Economic Development budget is overspent due to Engineering costs and advertising and these funds are what has been determined that can be moved to cover these expenses as a majority of the expenses were a result of the sale to PSiSC.  Ms. Millage explained that the $41,587.50 is the amount received for the sale of the property from PCiSC. City Clerk Millage stated that the majority of ED’s budget is Engineering costs and advertising. Councilmember Simmons asked if the Council was going to run into trouble because of the budget adopted last spring and we had received funds not budgeted.  City Clerk Millage responded “we budgeted $500,000.00 for land sales”.  Councilmember Simmons stated that he was satisfied with that answer.  Councilmember Carlisle questioned if all of the $41,587.50 had to do with Engineering Services.  City Clerk Millage stated that until she prints a report she cannot tell the Council exactly what costs are associated with Engineering or other items.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that since this is a budget amendment he would like to see this better delineated.  Manager Newlin asked that Council approve the amendment and Staff will provide the information that they are requesting.  Councilmember Carlisle asked if this amendment brings the ED budget to zero or does it allow for a surplus.  City Clerk Millage stated that it will leave about $16,000.00 for the remainder of the year. Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to approve the budget amendment in the amount of $41,587.50 with costs delineated and provided to Council in their boxes.  Councilmmber Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #E)

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the special event liquor license for Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, May 5, 2007.  Councilmember Haussman seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

(Item #F)

Councilmember Carlisle stated that currently Holbrook is self designated at “The Hub” due to transportation but as a tourism destination this is not very catchy.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that after Jack Young brought this suggestion to the Council that it would be a great idea and asked that it be placed on the agenda.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that he would also like to see the signs indicating this and would like this to be included in the budget process.  Mayor Smithson stated that he liked the idea.  Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to direct Staff to draft a resolution of declaration and research the costs and location of signage to be considered for adoption and funding at a future Council meeting.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #G)

Public Works Director Young stated that he has been attending meetings over the past several months with the County Flood Control District and the Corp of Engineers who are in the process of redrawing all the flood plain maps.  Mr. Young stated that as a result of hurricane Katrina all levees within the U.S. must be recertified per FEMA and he is asking for Council to approve the Resolution asking that the Corp. recertify Holbrook’/s levee.  Mayor Smithson stated that our levee is only 10 years old and it is very expensive to re-certify.  Mayor Smithson stated that by doing this it would be cheaper if the Corp will do this.  Mr. Young stated that if the Corp recertifies it will cost about $25,000.00 and if the City does the certification it could cost upwards of $300,000.00.  Councilmember Simmons stated that he feels strongly that the Corp will re-certify the levee as the City has done a good job maintaining the levee.  Councilmember Carlisle asked how much the Little Colorado Flood Control District or Navajo County Flood District monies will be used to fund the re-certification.  Mr. Young stated that at this point funding has not been indicated but the County Board of Supervisors has adopted a resolution in which they have agreed to consider helping the City with the process. Mr. Young stated that the City would be budgeting $150,000.00 for this item in the next fiscal year which the City could request matching funds from the flood control districts and the City is also asking the flood control districts to participate in the maintenance costs.   Mayor Smithson presented Resolution 07-01 captioned as follows: 

RESOLUTION 07-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, IN ITS EFFORTS TO RECERTIFY THE HOLBROOK LEVEE AS REQUIRED BY THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY’S FLOOD MAP MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

A roll call vote was held with the following results:  Councilmember Carlisle, “aye”, Councilmember Haussman, “aye", Councilmember Simmons, “aye"; Councilmember Szink, “aye”, and Mayor Smithson, “aye;. 
(Item #H&I)

Parks Supervisor Napo Baldonado stated that the HELP Coalition have very enthusiastically raised funds to build a skate park at Hunt Park. Mr. Baldonado stated that group would like the park named “The Spencer Karol Memorial Skate Park” would be located on the South East tennis court of Hunt Park in an area that is approximately 60x120 and will have approximately 10 pieces of equipment and rails.  Mr. Baldonado stated that the HELP collation has the funds to purchase the equipment but are asking that the City refurbish the concrete at about an approximate cost of $1500.00.  Ed Gonzales, Chairperson from the HELP Coalition stated that the family of Spencer Karol had donated initial funds 8-9 years ago and the Coalition has raised the additional funds needed.  Mr. Gonzales stated that Bridget Madison had given the donated funds to the City years ago specifically for the development of a skate park.  Mr. Gonzales stated that the group is ready to partner with the City and get the park established.  Councilmember Carlisle asked if the additional funds have already been raised. Mr. Gonzales stated that it has.  Mr. Baldonado stated that this is a temporary site and the group will be seeking grants to establish a permanent site. Mayor Smithson made a motion to purchase the skate park equipment for the Town of Springerville in the amount of $20,000.00.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion that the name of “The Spencer Karol Memorial Skate Park”.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion that the Spencer Karol Memorial Skate Park be located at the Hunt Park Basketball Court.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Mayor Smithson made a motion to expend funds in the amount of $1500.00 for resurfacing of the skate park.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

None.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

GENERAL PLAN REVIEW:

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Jack Young petitioned the Council regarding the packing company that may be coming into Holbrook and suggested that the City conduct a survey with other cities that have packing houses in their city limits.  Mr. Young stated that the community needs hard facts and not rumor and we need to determine if such a plant will be a detriment or a positive for Holbrook.

Joy Simpson petitioned the Council regarding Tri-Western Meat Packing.  Mrs. Simpson stated that she has spoken with a Federal Veterinarian who inspects meat packing plants and was told that there is an odor associated with them.  Mrs. Simpson stated that the Veterinarian also told her that our wastewater system may not be able to handle the waste.  Mrs. Simpson submitted a petition against the plant containing 196 signatures.  Petition read as follows “we the undersigned(hereafter referred to as “we”), have joined together to make public and make known to the Mayor and City Council the opposition among the residents of Holbrook, Navajo County, Arizona on the subject of the potential approval of the Tri-Western Meat Packing Co. operation within the city limits of Holbrook.  We feel that the operation of such a business would be detrimental to the health and well being of the residents of Holbrook by causing noxious odors and distasteful waste products.  We also feel it would cause a decrease in the evaluation of our existing homes and property as well as future growth of the city and/or a decrease in population.  By signature of this document, we show our opposition to his proposed business based on the above statements of concern. 
Karl Stockl petitioned the Council regarding Beautification options.  Mr. Stockl stated that he has met with a Landscape Architect and Designer and has a list of items and the cost associated with such to complete the project and all items can be purchased in Holbrook. Mr. Stockl stated that he knows that the Library has been a priority but wanted Council to know that Beautification efforts are still being worked on. 
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time the meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:37 p.m.

                                                                                   ________________________

        Bryan Smithson, Mayor
CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the March 27, 2007.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Millage, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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