MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON AUGUST 12, 2008 
CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Hill called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

 ROLL CALL:

Mayor Jeff Hill, Vice-Mayor Cynthia Stuart, Councilmembers Charles Haussman, Phil Cobb, Wade Carlisle and Stuart Szink.  Councilmember Darris was absent and excused for family matters.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Mayor Hill led the pledge of allegiance and City Clerk Millage gave the invocation.

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Hill read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

City Manager Carlo Pilgrim, Chief of Police DWayne Hartup, Attorney Sterling Solomon and City Clerk Cher Millage. 
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCMENTS/PRESENTATION:
Kathy Stemmler, NAU Distance learning gave a presentation on their services and announced that they have opened an office on W. Hopi.  Ms. Stemmler informed the Council that with their program if you attend a community college for 3 years you can attend NAU for the last year and obtain a bachelor’s degree.  Ms. Stemmler stated that persons should start planning now for spring classes. 

Chamber Director Josh Wenger announced that Old West Days would be this Friday and Saturday and invited everyone to participate.

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Melissa Prather petitioned the Council regarding the Old Historic District stating that the Council seems to be more concerned about the vacant buildings on Hopi Drive and Navajo Blvd.  Ms. Prather stated that the City got a grant to restore the Railroad Depot and now it sits empty with no attraction to draw visitors.  Ms. Prather asked about the Henning Block and what is going to be done on these historic buildings as they are run down and in bad shape. Ms. Prather asked if City Code applies to all property owners.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Councilmember Haussman made a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda.  


 A.  Claims/payment approval for July 17, 2008 thru August 8, 2008: Documentation for claims is available at City Hall.






(i):  All vendors excluding Walt’s Hardware.



B.  Approval of out of state travel for Police Chief Hartup to Alexandria, Virginia for Missing and Exploited Children training.
Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
CLAIMS/PAYMENT APPROVAL FOR JUNE 19, 2008 THRU JULY 19,  2008: Walt’s Hardware:
None.

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:
A. Mayor Hill commended the Chief of Police and the Police Department for their hard work during the recent power outage.  

Council Members:
A.  Councilmember Cobb reported that Jim Mobley had presented him with a plaque for the Council from the Car Show.  
B. Councilmember Cobb thanked Josh Wenger for announcing Old West Days.
    
Manager’s Report:

None.
OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)
Manager Pilgrim asked that the Council set a work session for the purpose of discussing opportunities that can be offered to new business moving to Holbrook to show them we are business friendly.  Attorney Solomon announced that there will be a Special Meeting on Friday August 15, 2008 to discuss the Personnel Board’s decision.  Mayor Hill said to schedule the Special Meeting at 4:00 p.m. and then immediately following have the work session not to last more than past 6:30 p.m. Councilmember Carlisle asked for direction on what to come to the meeting with.  Mr. Pilgrim asked what we can do for businesses.  Manager Pilgrim stated that our purpose is to bring business to Holbrook.   Vice-Mayor Stuart asked if the Economic Development budget could be made available.  Manager Pilgrim stated that he would have this along with the Model City Tax Code with recent changes.  Council determined to meet on August 30, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. for a ½ day project to be announced as the monthly Council activity. 
City Clerk Millage asked for confirmation on which Council members would be attending the League Conference.  Councilmember Szink stated that he would not be in attendance.  All remaining Council will attend. Manager Pilgrim asked that the Council let him know who they will be going with and if they would like to carpool there can only be three Council persons per vehicle.
(Item #B)
Manager Pilgrim reported that Carsi Development is not interested in leasing the two parcels that they originally requested to be allowed to purchase from the City so at this time this issue is on hold.

(Item #C)

Mayor Hill presented Ordinance 08-05 for its second reading captioned as follows:
ORDINANCE NO.  08-05
AN ORDINANCE LEVYING UPON THE ASSESSED VALUATION OF THE PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY OF HOLBROOK SUBJECT TO TAXATION A CERTAIN SUM CURRENT ESTIMATE 0.2845 UPON EACH ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) OF VALUATION SUFFICIENT TO RAISE THE AMOUNT ESTIMATED TO BE RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES OF REVENUE:  PROVIDING FUNDS FOR GENERAL MUNICIPAL EXPENSES:  FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE, 2009. 

Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to approve Ordinance 08-05.  Councilmember Cobb seconded.  Councilmember Carlisle asked if it was 28 cents per hundred as it was his understanding that the tax rate was 2.8 cents per hundred.  Attorney Solomon stated that it should be.  Councilmember Carlisle rescinded his motion until this could be confirmed.  Councilmember Cobb rescinded his second.  City Clerk Millage explained that this Ordinance must be adopted by the third Monday of August.  Mayor Hill made a motion to table this item until the August 15th Special Meeting. Councilmember Haussman seconded.  Vice-Mayor Stuart asked if the first reading become invalid if the amount in the Ordinance is not correct.  Attorney Solomon stated that if this is the case it can be adopted as an emergency measure.  The Mayor instructed Staff to wade through this and bring back the correct information to Council on the 15th.  Mayor Hill called for the question and the item was tabled.
NEW BUSINESS:
(Item #A)

Councilmember Cobb stated that there needs to be discussion on this item.  Councilmember Cobb stated that he would hate to see our old west history disappear.  Councilmember Cobb stated that he feels Holbrook has history that other City’s lack as it includes a wide variety of people and backgrounds that are amazing. Councilmember Cobb stated that he has a book called Centennial memories that most people probably do not know exists.  Councilmember Cobb stated that this book is made up of a conglomeration of newspaper articles, photos, and private writings and most of the people who published this book are gone.  Councilmember Cobb stated that he would hate for us to lose one little bit of history that is here.  Councilmember Cobb stated that he would like Manager Pilgrim to borrow this book and read up on Holbrook’s history.  Councilmember Cobb stated that he feels it is time now to take an active role in our history before it is gone. Councilmember Cobb stated that Ms. Prather had mentioned the Henning Block and that he had been in there 6-7 years ago and it was falling down then and he is not sure it is refurbishable at this point. Councilmember Cobb stated that there are other things that can be done here.  Councilmember Cobb suggested that we start our own Tombstone type of thing.  Councilmember Cobb stated that he will only participate in the discussion but will not vote on anything as he considers it a conflict of interest for him as he owns a business in this area.  Councilmember Cobb asked Council for their ideas and said he wouldn’t mind having a workshop on this item as there is a lot to think about.  Mayor Hill stated that with the backup material provided he was unsure if there was a proposal and agreed that this needs to be discussed. Mayor Hill stated that the Council could take action and call for a work session, develop a plan at this session and turn it over to Manager Pilgrim to move forward with.  Councilmember Cobb made a motion to hold a work session on the Historic District September 9, 2008 at 5:00 p.m.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that it is a possibility that a non-profit organization can be formed for this and they will be able to apply for grants and at this time Manager Pilgrim is attempting to get a grant writer who will be able to assist with this.  The Mayor called for the question and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #B)

Attorney Solomon stated that he has provided Attorney Services for the City for the last 2 years.  Mr. Solomon stated that when he was hired he was told that the amount of work would be no more than 10 hours per week or 40 hours per month.  Mr. Solomon stated that the hours amount to much more than this and that some things are on hold due to this. Mr. Solomon stated that Mr. Pilgrim wants to push forward and due to this he feels it is in the best interest of Holbrook that the City be allowed to have legal counsel that allows the City to push forward. Mr. Solomon stated that he and his wife have discussed this and he had decided to tender his resignation effective on September 11, 2008 which is the thirty day notice required by the letter of understanding with the City.  Attorney Solomon stated that this was of course up to the Council.   Mayor Hill wished Attorney Solomon nothing but the very best saying that he has been with the City through some tough instances and that he has done a good job for the City. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Haussman seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 7:56: p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________

        Jeff Hill, Mayor
CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the August 12, 2008.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Millage, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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