MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON APRIL 24, 2007
CALL TO ORDER:  

Vice-Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL:

Vice-Mayor Jeff Font, Councilmembers Spike Simmons, Stuart Szink, Cynthia Stuart, and Wade Carlisle.  Mayor Smithson was excused due to illness and Councilmember Haussman was excused due to work related travel.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember Simmons led the pledge of allegiance and Father Bob Mathieu from Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church gave the invocation.

MISSION STATEMENT:

Vice-Mayor Font read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

City Manager David Newlin, Chief of Police DWayne Hartup, Public Works Director Dick Young, Economic Development Director A’Kos Kovach, City Attorney Sterling Solomon and City Clerk Cher Millage.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting held on April 10, 2007 were presented for review.  Councilmember Simmons made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:

Chief of Police DWayne Hartup introduced the new police department employees:  Kristi Hillebert, Dispatcher, April Goodman, Dispatcher, Jason Searls, Officer Candidate and Kameron Edwards, Officer Candidate.  Councilmember Stuart thanked the new employees for wanting to come to work for the City.
Tony Sutton, Detective Holbrook Police Department gave a report on his recent training in Las Vegas on Homicide Investigations.  Mr. Sutton stated that the class was based on the investigative aspect of death.  
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Vice-Mayor Font reminded the public that at the conclusion of an open call to the public, individual members of the public body may respond to criticism made by those who have addressed the public body, may ask staff to review a matter or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda and that each person will be allowed five minutes to speak.
Paul Barger of the Holbrook Tribune petitioned the Council regarding Woodson Engineering’s bills.  Mr. Barger stated that the City has a contract with Woodson for FY 07 in the amount of $140,000.00 and the charges are in excess of $294,000.00.  Mr. Barger stated that Mr. Woodson has not attended a Council meeting for months and it may be nice if he had been here to answer questions regarding some of the projects.  Mr. Barger stated that the Tribune is not opposed to growth and that they realize that economic development is vital to the community.  Mr. Barger stated that the City needs to be responsible for the taxpayer’s money and that he would like an accounting for these amounts.  Mr. Barger closed by saying that he felt the public was entitled to know what these charges are for.  
Leo Maestas petitioned the Council regarding New Business Item D.  Mr. Maestas started by commending Councilmember Carlisle for re-visiting the item at the last meeting.  Mr. Maestas stated that on Item D that it was important to mention fiduciary duties and the buck stops right up there where you say yeah or nay.  Mr. Maestas stated that he was happy to see that the Council decided not to enter into any agreements with the School.  Mr. Maestas stated that last week we decided not to spend $300,000 for a joint use facility.  Mr. Maestas stated that he has seen the Council vote on a tangent for the library and it is a visual shock and is like an albatross on a shirt. Mr. Maestas stated that the $300,000.00 saved by rescinding the vote will buy a lot of tar for our streets.  Mr. Maestas asked the Council to remember their fiduciary duties as they are the voice of the poor in Holbrook.
SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:

None.

Council Members:   

A.  Councilmember Stuart reported that Zelda Gray had celebrated her 82nd birthday last week but she had also fallen and broken her hip and is in the Flagstaff Hospital.  Councilmember Stuart asked that everyone keep her in their thoughts.

  
Manager’s Report:

A. Manager Newlin reported that the 1st Step Salad Luncheon had raised $3300.00
B. Manager Newlin reported that Weybourne and Ethel Stilwell had celebrated 76 years of marriage.

C. Manager Newlin reported that he had attended a meeting on Urban Renovation at ASU.

D. Manager Newlin reported that Councilmember Simmons and he had attended the reception for the National Park’s Superintendents at the Petrified Forest.  
E.  Manager Newlin reported that he and Mr. Kovach had attended an AAED meeting in Prescott at which rural health care issues were discussed.
F. Police Chief Hartup reported that Prom was on Saturday and only 6 call for service above the normal call volume and 1 arrest for under age drinking.  Chief Hartup stated that he felt it was a safe evening for the youth.
CLAIMS:

Councilmember Simmons made a motion to approve the claims in the amount of $208,308.23.  Councilmember Szink seconded.  Councilmember Stuart asked if accountability on the Engineer costs could be discussed at this point.  City Clerk Millage stated that Council receives copies of Woodson’s billings in their boxes each month and that she would be more than happy to provide this information to the Holbrook Tribune. Councilmember Carlisle asked for a cash flow analysis indicating who would be reimbursing the City and for what amount.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that $700,000.00 of the savings has been spent and it had been budgeted to spend $950,000.00 from savings of which $600,000.00 was for the joint use facility if it came into need.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that he has discussed this with Manager Newlin and has been informed that these funds were used to shore up big expenditures which we are supposed to receive reimbursement on.  Vice-Mayor Font call for the question and the motion carried unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)
Manager Newlin reported that Corix would like to have a work session with the Council on May 8, 2007 at 5:30 p.m.  to discuss the options for the wastewater system.  Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to hold a work session on May 8, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. with Corix.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
 (Item #B)

Vice-Mayor Font presented Ordinance 07-02 captioned as follows:

ORDINANCE 07-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, ESTABLISHING A CITY STREET, PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AND UTILITY EASEMENT AND NAMING THE STREET “COLUMBIA AVENUE”.

Councilmember Stuart made a motion to adopt the Ordinance as written.  Councilmember Szink seconded.  A roll call vote was held with the following results:  Councilmember Carlisle, “aye”, Councilmember Simmons, “aye”, Councilmember Stuart, “aye”, Councilmember Szink, “aye” and Vice-Mayor Font, “aye”.
NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Manager Newlin presented the Mohave Cooperative Purchase Agreement for renewal.  Manager Newlin stated that the Mohave agreement allows the City to purchase items on State Contract without bidding them.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that the School District uses Mohave and that the auditors love them because of the paper trail. Councilmember Carlisle stated that it is a time saver as the City does not have to go through the bidding process.  Councilmember Stuart made a motion to renew the Mohave Cooperative Purchase Agreement.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
(Item #B)

City manager Newlin reported that Magistrate Judge Ralph Hatch’s contract has to be renewed every two years and it is now time for renewal.  Manager Newlin stated that Judge Hatch is willing to renew the contract for magistrate services and City Staff is recommending the approval of such for another two years.  Councilmember Stuart made a motion to renew the contract for City Magistrate Ralph Hatch.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #C)
Vice-Mayor Font made a motion to table this item as Mayor Smithson is not present.  Councilmember Simmons seconded and the item was tabled.

(Item #D)

Manager Newlin reported that the Walker’s of Tri-Western Meat Packing Company has decided not to locate in Holbrook due to the threatening phone calls and faxes they have received.  Manager Newlin stated that the Walker’s have received an extraordinary amount of opposition and they wonder why they would want to locate in Holbrook when their families have been threatened. Manager Newlin stated all of this has been done anonymously.  Manager Newlin stated that Tri-Western had a meeting with the Zoning Administrator to bring the process for zone change which would have gone onto the Planning and Zoning Commission and Board of Adjustment for approval and the system has been subverted by anonymous persons and they have put a black eye on Holbrook.  Manager Newlin stated Staff needed guidance from Council on where they want to go with this item.  Manager Newlin stated that he was aware of the petition that was circulated and if this would have been allowed to go through the process everyone would have had an opportunity to speak and be heard.  Manager Newlin stated that this would have allowed for a determination as to whether the placement of the Plant was appropriate and if not find another location that was so that it could remain in Holbrook.  Manager Newlin stated that he did not feel that the real estate person had a lot of good to say about Holbrook after this incident. Manager Newlin stated that this is the first time Staff has had to deal with massive mob rule and are extremely upset by it.  Councilmember Simmons stated that these threats if real are a felony and asked that Staff attempt to determine who made these threats and prosecute them.  Councilmember Simmons stated that whoever made these threats surely did not want to follow the democratic process.  Manager Newlin asked that Council take action to inform Staff what they would like them to do.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that he did not want the negativity of this item to slow down economic development efforts.  Vice-Mayor Font stated that he is in full support of what Staff is doing towards economic development. Vice-Mayor Font stated that we do not have the evidence to know for sure that this has happened.    Councilmember Simmons made a motion that Staff be asked to continue with their utmost efforts to continue to attract businesses to our community.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Chief of Police Hartup stated that if fact was established and criminal activity was found the Police Department would move forward with prosecution.  Councilmember Simmons thanked the Chief and stated that he has full confidence in him.  Councilmember Stuart asked that the citizens work with the Council to help alleviate such things as this and follow the process that is in place.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

None.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

GENERAL PLAN REVIEW:

Manager Newlin reminded the Council that the budget will be in conjunction with the General Plan. Councilmember Stuart asked if the Focused Future document is ready yet as it will be a vital tool that should be meshed with the General Plan.  Economic Development Director Kovach stated that the printer made an error and an electronic format should be available later this week.

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:

Councilmember Stuart wished all Mothers a Happy Mother’s Day.

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Karl Stockl petitioned the Council regarding the threats made to Tri-Western Meat Packing and how upset he is over this.  Mr. Stockl stated that this would have been a 22 million dollar project.  Mr. Stockl said if we are picky and choosy enough we will get away from our heritage of agriculture.  Mr. Stockl stated that they were not given a fair chance. Mr. Stockl stated that he has been in the communications business and if the Chief cannot get a list of where the phone calls came from he is ready to go to a higher authority as he is ticked off.  Mr. Stockl stated that he had spent four hours in a meeting today answering the same question why should we come if they don’t want us.  Mr. Stockl stated that he felt we should go back to the Walker’s and talk to them because maybe it is not us but Navajo County.  Mr. Stockl stated that we need to get this problem solved.  Mr. Stockl stated he feel the Council owes an apology to these people and that we should try to get them back to the table.  Councilmember Szink stated that we should attempt to re-establish communications and figure out what happened and try to get another chance with them.  
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time Councilmember Simmons made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Councilmember Stuart seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m.

                                                                                   ________________________

        Jeff Font, Vice-Mayor
CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the April 24, 2007.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________
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