MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON JANUARY 8, 2008
CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Jeff Hill called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

 ROLL CALL:

Mayor Jeff Hill, Vice-Mayor Cynthia Stuart, Councilmembers Kent Darris, Phil Cobb, Wade Carlisle and Stuart Szink.  Councilmember Haussman was absent due to work obligations.
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Vice-Mayor Stuart led the pledge of allegiance and Mayor Hill gave the invocation.

MISSION STATEMENT:

Mayor Hill read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

Interim City Manager Fern Larson, Public Works Director Don Fischer, Police Chief DWayne Hartup, Attorney Solomon and City Clerk Cher Millage. 
CONSENT AGENDA:
Councilmember Cobb made a motion to approve the following items listed on the consent agenda:                      

   

     A. Minutes of the regular meeting held on December 11, 2007.



   B.  Minutes of the work session held on December 11, 2007.

C  Claims/payment approval for December 7, 2007 thru January 3, 2008: Documentation for claims is available at City Hall.






(i):  All vendors excluding Walt’s Hardware.

  


 D. Approval of request for out of state travel- Chief Hartup.

             E  Approval of request for out of state travel- Chief Hartup.

     F. Approval of request from Show Low Construction for use of City   property-Interim Manager Larson.

Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

CLAIMS/PAYMENT APPROVAL (Walt’s Hardware):

Mayor Hill and Councilmember Carlisle excused themselves from this item due to a conflict as they own the business and left the room.  Councilmember Cobb made a motion to approve the claims for Walt’s Hardware in the amount of $1016.61.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATION:
Mayor Hill presented a proclamation designating January 30, 2008 as Hashknife Pony Express Week. Vice-Mayor Stuart made a motion to accept the proclamation. Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Councilmember Cobb stated that this would be a once-in-a lifetime event and encouraged everyone who was able to participate in the events for the 50th Ride.
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Velma Perkins petitioned the Council regarding the purchase of the NPC property stating that she hoped that Interim Manager Larson would report that there were no infractions on the environmental review and the sale would go through.  Mrs. Perkins stated that time is of the essence as NARBHA is waiting to locate the building for the detox facility.  Mrs. Perkins stated that the Community is also requesting to locate on this property and this would be beneficial to them and this was what was originally envisioned when the purchase was first discussed. 
Randy Murph petitioned the Council regarding the NPC purchase asking that the Council consider completing the purchase so the detox center can be built.  
Leo Maestas petitioned the Council regarding the purchase of the NPC property stating that the Council is beating a horse to death as this is a wasteland.  Mr.  Maestas stated that he is not against health care in Holbrook nor is he against the detox center but he is opposed to the site and is asking the Council on behalf of the Citizens not to buy the property.
Robert Smith from Community Counseling Center petitioned the Council regarding the request for donation of 2 acres to Community Counseling asking that the Council consider the request.  Mr. Smith stated that the Center would build 2 buildings on the property and that they are interested in either the property on Hutchinson Road or the NPC Property.
Mr. Bill Jeffers petitioned the Council regarding Community Counseling’s request asking that the Council consider this request as this is an opportunity to create a new facility. 

SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:
A. Mayor Hill announced the upcoming Hashknife Pony Express event that will be happening to commemorate the 50th Annual ride.
B. Mayor Hill announced that ADOT had approved the Streetscape project in December and it will be completed form Florida to the east traffic exchange.

C. Mayor Hill reported that Lance Decker the moderator for the retreat will be contacting each Council member individually to ask questions for the retreat.

D. Mayor Hill offered condolences to the family of Tuffy Carpenter who passed away last night.
Council Members:

A. Councilmember Cobb thanked all who participated in the Parade of Lights.
B. Councilmember Cobb thanked the Masons and Elks for the children’s shopping spree which clothed over 100 children.

C.   Councilmember Cobb thanked the Elks for the lunch with Santa.

D. Councilmember Cobb thanked those who prepared food boxes.

E. Councilmember Cobb thanks the Elk’s for the 120 meals that were delivered by them on Christmas Day.

F. Councilmember Cobb stated that if anyone has done something to let him know and he will get the word out to the public.     
G. Vice-Mayor Stuart reported that Councilmember Darris, Councilmember Carlisle and herself had attended the Mayor’s meeting in St. John’s and that Brent Brown the Governor’s rural liaison had asked for volunteers to serve on Board and Commission vacancies for the Governor.  Vice-Mayor Stuart stated that she would leave the list at City Hall if anyone wanted to volunteer.

H. Vice-Mayor Stuart reported that there would be a Regional Transportation Summit in Prescott Valley at the end of October.

I. Vice-Mayor Stuart reported that there would be a Northeast Arizona recycling meeting in Show Low on January 15, 2008. Vice-Mayor Stuart stated that the City of Holbrook will be recognized for our recycling program.
J. Vice-Mayor Stuart reported that the RC&D will be hosting a Watershed Conference in Show Low January 30 and February 1, 2008. 

K. Vice-Mayor Stuart offered condolences to the families of Ted Blake, Frances DeMarse and Tuffy Carpenter.

  
Manager’s Report:
A.  Interim Manager Larson presented a personnel report for the 4th quarter of 2007.
 PERSONNEL REPORT

SECOND QUARTER FY08

RECOGNITION OF SERVICE:

LARSON JOHN                                 GOLF COURSE        10/31/77          30 YEARS

DON FISCHER                                  PUBLIC WORKS      12/08/80          27 YEARS

CHER MILLAGE                                CITY CLERK           10/23/87          20 YEARS

TIM DIXON                                       POLICE                      12/16/91          16 YEARS

ALAN ROES                                      AIRPORT                   10/14/97          10 YEARS

MATT MOLIQUE                              POLICE                      12/01/99            8 YEARS

JIM MITCHELL                                  POLICE                     12/04/00            7 YEARS

JOHN GERWITZ                                FLEET                        11/19/01            6 YEARS

NEW HIRES:

EVERETT OLSON                             POLICE                      11/05/07          

CHRISTINE SANCHEZ                     LIBRARY/TEMP       11/07/07          REHIRED

BREA MCGRAW                              ADM/TEMP               12/05/07

EMILY GIRARD/WHEELER 
POLICE                     
 12/10/07

JONATHAN HENDERSON              LEVEE                        12/11/07

TERMINATIONS:

STEVEN DENNIS                         
PARKS                      10/13/07          RESIGNED

MICHAELA YOUNG             
POLICE                     
10/26/07         RESIGNED

B. Interim Manager Larson reported that Staff had reviewed the CIP’s for FY08 and had established an expenditure schedule through which all items should be purchased by the year’s end.  Mrs. Larson stated that Staff had also reviewed the CIP’s for the next 5 years and updated their requests.

C. Interim Manager Larson reported that Caleb from Arizona Engineering was here today and they had discussed the CDBG grant and with permission from the Department of Housing the project can be bid two ways one with the infrastructure we have and an alternate. 

D. Interim Manager Larson stated that the Airport Crosswind runway and fencing projects grants have been turned over to Arizona Engineering also. 
E. Interim Manager Larson reported that Woodson Engineering has given Arizona Engineering all the mapping in electronic mapping they had completed and the percentages of what is completed will be determined.

F. Interim Manager Larson reported that Dr. Roy from the Discount Driving School has received State Licensing for his driving school and the striping has been completed on the property located by Fire Station #3.
G. Interim Manager Larson reported that the dedication ceremony for the George Gardner Performing Arts Center is January 19 at 7:00 p.m.

H. Interim Manager Larson reported that the Navajo County Fair recognition dinner will be held January 19 at 6:00 p.m.

I. Interim Manager Larson reported that the Council retreat will be held January 19 from 8-Noon.

J. Interim Manager Larson reported that she had been contacted by the Historic Route 66 Association and they had met with the Chamber Director and herself today and are actively pursuing Route 66 designation from State Line to State Line.  Interim Manager Larson stated that they will be coming to Council to make a presentation probably the first meeting in February.
K. Public Works Director Fischer reported that he had attended training on the fundamentals of Municipal Engineering in Las Vegas and all areas were discussed. Mr. Fischer stated that some of the topics covered were:  traffic engineering, traffic operations, calculating loads, determining pavement depths, drainage, projecting water demand for your community, sewer systems, treatment processes, storm water prevention and plan review. 
OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)
Council set a work session to meet with the Planning and Zoning Commission on January 22, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. and a budget work session was scheduled for February 5, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.

(Item #B)

Interim Manager Larson reported that the environmental review has been conducted and the completed report is on file with the City Clerk and is available for anyone wishing to review it.  Interim Manager Larson stated that Council has been given a summary statement of the findings and Staff is awaiting Council’s decision.  Mayor Hill made a motion to proceed with the purchase.  Councilmember Cobb seconded.  Vice-Mayor Hill asked for pros and cons on this purchase.  Interim Manager Larson stated that she was not involved in the sale originally and the reason she is involved at this point is to help NARBHA to be able to locate the stabilization center.  Vice-Mayor Stuart stated that if Community Counseling is looking for an option on a different property location rather than this she is not sure it is a pro to purchase as originally it was intended to bring all parties together to create a campus of care and if we are purchasing it just for the detox facility she is not sure it is worth it.  Interim Manager Larson stated that the last indication from Eagle Dancer was that they are still interested in purchasing the dormitories and until she received the letter from Community Counseling on December 31 stating a different preferred site she was under the impression that they also wanted to be located on this property.  Interim Manager Larson stated that NARBHA is ready to move and it is up to the Council if they want to make property available to Community Counseling on Hermosa or another location.  Vice-Mayor Stuart asked Robert Smith of Community Counseling if they would still like to be located on the Hermosa Property.  Mr. Smith stated that would depend on the location of the detox center on the campus and where the two acre parcel would be.   Mr. Smith stated that he had no knowledge of the site plan for NARBHA and until they can see how this parcel lies in conjunction with the radio tower they will not be sure if there is a sufficient size parcel for what they need.  Vice-Mayor Stuart stated that she did not want the detox center standing alone on this huge piece of property as it has been envisioned as a campus of care and a one stop place for healthcare.  Mr. Smith stated that the other option would include property that has modulars on it now but would be expensive for them to determine infrastructure and such.  Councilmember Darris stated that we are backed into a corner and as we want the detox center the deal needs to be supported.  Mr. Smith stated that if the surveys are redefined and it allows for the acreage that Community Counseling Center needs they would be very happy to be next to the stabilization center but the need enough property to develop in the future.  Councilmember Szink stated that originally this area was to be a complex of medical services and he feels we need to adhere to this and keep it in that area.  Vice-Mayor Stuart stated that this could handicap the Community Counseling Center as they need to be able to expand.  Mr. Smith stated that this is true but they would need to look at the surveyed property lines and make a determination as to the placement of the stabilization center and whether there is enough open property between it and the tower to allow for future growth.  Mayor Hill called for the question and the motion carried on a five for and one against with Vice-Mayor Stuart casting the “nay” vote as she thinks it needs to be a better thought out plan.
NEW BUSINESS:

(Item #A)

Public Works Director Don Fischer presented the bid results for concrete.  Mr. Fischer is recommending that the bid be awarded to the two lowest bidders Cholla Ready Mix and White Mountain Ready Mix to allow staff to use the second choice as necessary to meet their scheduling.  Vice-Mayor Stuart made a motion to award the concrete bid to the two lowest bidders.  Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
(Item #B)

Mayor Hill presented Ordiance 08-01 for its first reading captioned as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, AMENDING CHAPTER 4, PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITES OF THE HOLBROOK CITY CODE, BY AMENDING SECTION 4-11-5 PREPARATION OF REFUSE OF HOLBROOK CITY CODE, GARBAGE

(Item #C)

Interim Manager Larson stating that Staff is seeking Council’s direction as to whether they would like to make this donation to Community Counseling Centers.  Interim Manager Larson stated that if Council agrees to the donation Staff would recommend that they be allowed to work with Community Counseling Centers and develop site plans for locations, the NPC site or Hutchinson.  Interim Manager Larson stated that she felt site plans could be developed for both locations and a recommendation be brought to Council.  Councilmember Cobb made a motion to instruct Staff to work with Community Counseling Center and NARBHA to determine if there is sufficient property for both entities on the NPC property.    Councilmember Szink seconded.  Mayor Hill stated that one of the big driving factors of the purchase of this property was to have all located at one site and this is the best possible location.  Mayor Hill called for the question and the motion carried unanimously.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

Attorney Solomon reminded Council to get him a list of things they have asked for and he has yet to provide and he will get with them individually.

GENERAL PLAN REVIEW:

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:

PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Council recessed for five minutes at 8:36 p.m.
Pam Searls petitioned the Council regard the firing of A’kos Kovach.  Mrs. Searls read a letter from Leann Arganbright into the record.  
Mrs. Searls stated that she is very upset with the decision that was made by Vickie James and Fern Larson to terminate Mr. Kovach and that the Council could overturn this decision either through the appeal process or direction to Fern Larson.
Randy Murph of the Holbrook Investment Development Council petitioned the Council stating that they echo Pam Searls comments.  Mr. Murph stated that he was personally dissatisfied with the decision to terminate Mr. Kovach.  Mr. Murph stated that we may as well place signs at all entrances to the City saying “quarantined”, “closed for business”.  Mr. Murph stated that people are upset and that the Council needs to look at the Staff of the City of Holbrook and ask why and what has happened.
James Gray petitioned the Council petitioned the Council regarding Tom Nevis of Pacific Holt Corporation.  Mr. Gray stated that it is hard to slant the truth and Mr. Kovach had admitted to destroying public documents. Mr. Gray thanked Fern and the Personnel Director for firing Mr. Kovach.  Mr. Gray stated that Mr. Nevis said himself that these papers could be a slippery slope and people may ask more questions.  Mr. Gray stated that it is very disturbing the support Mr. Nevis has from the Economic Group as he has been Federally barred forever from participating in land transactions.  Mr. Gray stated that for people to support his cause are very irresponsible.  
Velma Perkins petitioned the Council stating that when she worked for the Department of Agriculture she was entrusted with very important documents.  Mrs. Perkins stated that she had made a great mistake once and had left these documents on her desk overnight and when she returned the next day they were gone.  Mrs. Perkins stated that the Janitor had thrown them in the trash and the trash had already been collected by the City and she had no way to retrieve them.  Mrs. Perkins stated that she had explained the situation to her Supervisor and expected to be terminated.  Mrs. Perkins stated that after an hour he called her and expressed regrets that the cards had been thrown away and told her that she had made a bad judgment.  Mrs. Perkins stated that he told her that he would help her rebuild these files from the fiche files.  Mrs. Perkins stated that he told her that she had been a valuable employee and that she would probably never make this kind of judgment again.  Mrs. Perkins stated that he had compassion for another human being and integrity.  Mrs. Perkins stated that she had worked with Mr. Kovach on a personal basis and that he was a warm and compassionate person.  Mrs. Perkins stated that when this Council was seated they had talked about the trust they wanted to bring back into the work force and about how valuable the City Employees were.  Mrs. Perkins stated that she does not understand the lack of compassion and now there are two employees that have been recklessly released, Mr. Newlin and Mr. Kovach.  Mrs. Perkins asked where the promises were that the Council had made.  Mrs. Perkins stated that she believes Mr. Kovach was sorry when he stood before the Council and admitted his error and she would like the Council to give him a second chance.  
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time the meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:36 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________

        Jeff Hill, Mayor
CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the January 8, 2008.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Millage, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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