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The recent  elections 
in France  generated 
a voter turnout of 
85% (source New 
York Times). 
 
Voter turnout per-
centages around the 
world consistently run 
from 65%  into the 
90% range. (source 
International Institute 
for Democracy and 
Electoral Assistance.) 

During the last election 
cycle in Holbrook 12% of 
the registered voters took 
the time to vote. (Source 
City Clerk) 

Each and every time  an 
important  issue  or critical 
topic arises over the next 
two years think about 
your vote.  

Take the time to vote  on 
May 15th, this is a pre-
cious right  and  privilege . 

If you are not registered  

 

to vote please make 
plans now  to  become a 
registered voter - be sure 
to exercise  this valuable 
right.. 

Voter registration will 
reopen shortly after 
election results are 

made official. 
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plans include  many 
food choices and nu-
merous vendor booths. 
 
The Old West Car show 
is expanding its horizons 
and has  added  the 
name Route 66 to bring  
attention to our strong 
Rt. 66 heritage.  
 

Jim Mobley will once 
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Inside this issue: 

C i t y  C o u n c i l  Ge n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  
V ote  Tu e sd ay  M ay  15th  

News briefs: 
• New weekly newspaper 

coming to Holbrook  

• Looking for work? 

• Looking for employees? 

• Check the City of Hol-
brook website in the 
E.D. section for ideas 
and solutions 

• Electrician needed—call 
928-241-1771 

• Plumber needed—call 
928-241-1771 

• Police firing range to 
open soon 

• Greenwood Apartments  

Route 66 Old West  

Car Show August 18th  

August 17th & 18th have 
been set aside to cele-
brate  Old West Days in 
Holbrook. 

An old west re-
enactment  troupe will 
shoot ‘em up in front of 
the Historic Navajo 
County Courthouse  in 
the courthouse square.  

Chamber of Commerce 

again coordinate this ter-
rific auto showcase.  

Register early and call the 
Chamber for details 
about  the host motel, 
prizes, etc.  

Call the Chamber of 
Commerce: 

928-524-2459 

Election results  after  8 PM  
on May 15th at 

www.co.navajo.az.us  
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surfaces reduces road noise by 90% 
(source  Japanese Information  cen-
ter). 

The state of Pennsylvania has recycled 
26 million tires over the last 8 years 
(source  Research Penn State ) and 
applied those recycled tires to rural 
road surfacing projects.  

The Albany County, NY  Public Works 
Department found that using the re-
cycled tires in their base mix brought 
not only environmental but also eco-
nomic benefits. 

What  should  we  do  with 
that pile of tires?  The  people 
in Japan learned that crushing 
old tires and reusing  the  
crumbed material  in road  

 Further  benefits include in-
creased safety, reduced noise, 
lower life cycle cost, superior 
pavement performance and air 
quality improvements. 

 

This is  an idea whose time 
has come, instead of dump-
ing our tires in landfills  we  
need to bring this process to 
Holbrook and Navajo County. 

will be assessed as a main rea-
son they are backing away from 
a large housing development  
planned in the area.  

The City of Holbrook  does not 
charge impact fees. 

In order to grow  as a city we 
must encourage development.  

The use of impact fees generally 
implies a city or town has ‘put 
on the brakes’ to slow  down 
growth 

‘Impact fees’  are a way of life in 
Maricopa and Pima Counties. 

Now Snowflake and Taylor,  sis-
ter Navajo County cities to our 
south, are  in the process  of  
imposing impact fees on new 
construction.  

Impact fees in Maricopa County  
range  from $17,000 to $24,000 
per house, commercial  impact 
fees are higher. 

SunCor officials cited  uncer-
tainty over the fee amount that 
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Tire Crusher turns old tires into safe, quiet roads  

S un Co r  ba cks  away f rom imp a c t  fee s   

do not want new growth or new 
development  in Holbrook blur 
the view—these  Chicken Little’s 
are always crying that the  sky is 
falling when in fact the sky is the 
limit here in Holbrook.  

We  thank and embrace  those 
who have come to Holbrook and 
have  invested hard currency in 
our city. 

More and more proof is now 
available to document the posi-
tive impact and imminent 
population  growth pattern 
emerging in Holbrook. 

Let’s welcome Sonic Drive In! 

Elio Khalife with First American 
Investments confirmed the sale 
of acreage on Navajo Blvd  to 
the Sonic Corp. 

This is yet another indicator that 
increased activity of land sales in 
and around Holbrook is bol-
stered by investment groups lo-
cated outside Holbrook. 

Why is this significant?  

Because  the same people who 

    

...these “Chicken Little’s “ 
are always crying that the 
sky is falling when in fact 
the Sky is the Limit here in 
Holbrook. 

The more open  our city is to  pri-
vate investors & developers  the 
more choices our city will have for 
positive  and sustainable  growth. 

Remember growth in our quad-
rant of Arizona is inevitable the 
question is: do you want to pre-
pare for growth or will you accept  
growth to  be  the  tail  that  wags 
the dog? 

SONIC CORP  BASED IN MESA PURCHASES  

NAVAJO BLVD LAND 
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By bringing attention to the nu-
merous items gathered and re-
cycled by the  City Sanitation 
Department, the opportunity for 
additional collaboration with the 
tribes became  apparent. 

 

 

 
 

The first loads of materials have 
already been dropped off by the 
Hopi Tribe. 

The recycling yard is open  M-Th 
+ Saturday and is customer 
friendly. For more information 
please call 928-524-1528.  

Holbrook is fortunate to have  
staff as proficient and competent 
as  Oasker Hollins. Remember to 
congratulate Oasker when you 
see him. 

But two giants in the industry have 
perhaps found a way to leave the 
red ink behind by merging their 
resources.  

Abitibi Consolidated is merging 
with Bowater, Inc to not only be-
come profitable but also the third 
largest  publicly traded  paper and 

 In the  
highly com-
petitive  
world of  
publicly 
traded paper 

product companies oftentimes 
the word  ‘profit’ is not men-
tioned at the boardroom table.  

forestry products company in North 
America.  

The Abitibi plant to our south is also 
expecting completion of the new 
bio diesel plant  adjacent to their 
facilities. No job losses are expected 
as a result of the merger at the local 
mill per John McKee, General  Mgr. 
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CITY OF HOLBROOK RECYCLING EFFORTS ATTRACT  
HOPI TRIBE AND NAVAJO NATION  

ABIT IB I  CONSOLIDATED MERGES  WITH BOWATER 

regionalization, increased  bene-
fits,  how to help  and affect a 
greater number of people  at a 
reduced level of investment and 
much more.  

To help bring clarity to this  proc-
ess, Brent Brown from the Gov-
ernor’s office, Bill Bolin from the 
Arizona Dept of Commerce, 
Bruce Coomer from the Arizona 
Association for Economic Devel-
opment and David Bentler from 
Arizona Public Service will pre-
sent various components of how 
the public and private sectors 

are inextricably intertwined.   

The morale is  ‘we need each other’. 
The public is welcome to attend. 

On June  the 12th at 5:30 PM 
the  Holbrook Council Chamber 
will be home to the newly 
elected Mayor and newly consti-
tuted City Council.  

In view of the high level of at-
tention the term ‘economic de-
velopment’ has received re-
cently, it was felt that  a study 
session  was warranted to  
showcase   how disparate  sec-
tions of our government and 
economy have learned to assist 
and augment each other.  The 
council & public will learn about 

    V O L U M E  4  I S S U E  1  

 

City Council Study Session to focus on e .d.  101  

 

Oasker Hollins 
comes 
through once 
again. 

At a recent 
meeting that 

brought attention to the serious 
illegal dumping issues plaguing  
not only Navajo County but also  
areas inside and around Hol-
brook,  an idea  was born.  
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May is shaping up to be a very exciting month for Holbrook. Site 

selector visits plus several proposed E.D. projects are on the calen-

dar. Decision makers will be finalizing plans for several new busi-

nesses which will locate here in Holbrook. 

The new Burger King (if all goes as planned) will be open before 

Memorial Day this month. The steel frame on PSiSC’s plant  is up, 

the siding is quickly wrapping around the building  and PSiSC  has 

begun the hiring process to staff their new facilities.  

The Sonic  Drive-In franchise has purchased land on Navajo Blvd. 

The Rustic Touch is another new addition to our business commu-

nity. Also, the Busy Bobbin building on Navajo will soon change 

hands and be revitalized. Pawsitioner owner Dr. T. Remmler began 

moving his equipment into his temporary headquarters this week. 

The point is  progress IS being made. Holbrook IS growing & IS at-

tracting a lot of attention from around the state and from several 

other states as well.  Be proud of your city and promote the opportu-

nity  your friends, family and business associates have right now to 

buy reasonably priced homes and land.  The days of the Bypass Blues 

are over a new day  is dawning!  A’kos Kovach 

that calls for fuel and hangar 
space have increased.  

Adding  additional hangars, 
bringing in jet fuel and expand-
ing services  are all part and par-
cel of the long term plans and 
goals for the airport. 

The economy of Holbrook can 
be greatly enhanced by making 
the area in and around the air-
port more inviting. 

The long term objectives of the 
Airport must keep up with the 
General Plan. 

Which leads us back to the 
crosswind runway, adding secu-
rity fencing and more  lighting . 

Among the many necessary 
steps that must be taken by an 
airport to become a regional 
hub is the addition of a cross-
wind runway.  

When  winds blow in a manner 
which inhibit a safe landing 
then planes must land else-
where.  

By adding  a new runway the 
airport will be able to offer safe 
landings virtually all year regard-
less of  the  wind direction.  

This is good news for commerce 
and future expansion plans 
around the airport. 

Already the City is observing 

The bid process will determine  how 
soon the project can be started and 
set the timeline for completion.  

Expect increased traffic and more 
activity on Vista Avenue as contrac-
tors gear up for this big project. 

The commercial activity in and 
around Holbrook Airport  will add 
new businesses and new jobs. 

Call Holbrook Municipal  Airport at 
928-524-3267. 

HOLBROOK MUNICIPAL a irport TO ADD CROSSWIND RUNWAY 

City of Holbrook 
Economic Development Department 

465 First Avenue 
Holbrook, AZ 86025 

Phone: 928-524-6225 X 33 
Fax:       928-524-2159 

Email: akovach@ci.holbrook.az.us 

“Always bear in mind that your own 
resolution to succeed is more important 
than any other.”  
   Abraham Lincoln 

We are on the Web!  
www.ci.holbrook.az.us 

The Future is ours 

Editor’s Corner 
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The Children's Literature Bookshelf 
as reviewed by Dr. Terrence Nollen 

Wilder, Laura Ingalls.  The Little House in the Big Woods.  Harper 
and Row, New York, 1932, copyright renewed 1960, Grades 2-4. 
 

 What would it be like to have to build everything you use or grow everything that 
you eat?  While the snow falls, your log cabin is heated by wood burning in the 
fireplace.  Inside this small structure, you sit with your parents and two sisters.  
How would you amuse yourself?  There are no telephones or microwaves, no tele-
visions or video games.  And hard as it might be for many modern day Americans to believe, there are no internet 
connections or carryout pizza. Could this be the end?  No, it is just the beginning of the charming and remarkable 
story about the life of Laura Ingalls Wilder.  The Little House in the Big Woods is the first book in the Little House 
series.  It is set in the woodlands of Wisconsin, and describes the westward pioneer settlement of the United 
States. 

 

 In this book your children will discover how settlers made wood carvings, churned butter, and hunted for game 
while creating a life centered on the family.  As a young girl, Laura Ingalls Wilder experienced this challenging yet 
comforting world.  How did she and her family survive the harsh winters?  Could you keep your house warm dur-
ing a blizzard with only some wood to heat the house?  Would hardship and privation cause you to lose your 
sense of charity?  Or could the great family love depicted in the Little House books be the key to living a bountiful 
life?  Finally, if you were a four year old child, how would you feel if your father held you up to a window and you 
found yourself staring into the eyes of two wolves?  To find out, read this informative and touching novel, The 
Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder. 

 

 Laura Ingalls Wilder began writing the Little House books when she was 63 years old.  She was greatly assisted 
by her daughter Rose Wilder Lane in the project.  Rose was an accomplished editor and author with numerous 
connections in the publishing world.  Though Rose was silent about her part in writing the series, the Little House 
books most likely are the result of a joint collaborative effort between mother and daughter.  All the Little House 
books are still popular today.  My own daughter read The Little House in the Big Woods so many times that the 
cover fell off.  I hope your child has the same delightful experience. 

 

HOLBROOK   E. D.  SUMMIT  V, update 

Good news travels fast and thank 
goodness Holbrook Summit IV  on 
(March  the 23rd) was a  well-
received and exceptionally well 
attended event. Each Summit gets 
bigger, better and more informa-
tive. 

Preliminary plans called for an-
other Summit to be held in mid to 
late May, however speaker avail-
ability matters have prevented us 
from  setting a final date. 

Also, several requests have been 
received  regarding ‘booth space’ 

availability. Yes, we will make a 
limited number of display and pro-
motional booths available at the 
next Summit. Contact us 928-524-
6225 x 33 for details.  

At this time  we are not speculat-
ing on the possible date for Hol-
brook Summit V.  

Thanks to a terrific response from 
the participants at the last event 
the city has sold some lots, a new 
sub-division  plan is being finalized 
and other activities bringing focus 
and attention on Holbrook are 

One lesson we learned recently  
will aid the city immensely as we 
get closer to attracting new busi-
ness and new industry to Hol-
brook. 

As we move forward this sum-
mer gathering ideas from various 
market segments the impending 
population growth coming to-
wards Holbrook  shines a posi-
tive light on our beautiful oasis. 

Working together we can  all 
benefit. 
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