MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON JULY 8, 2008 
CALL TO ORDER:  

Vice-Mayor Stuart called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

 ROLL CALL:

Vice-Mayor Cynthia Stuart, Councilmembers Phil Cobb, and Stuart Szink.  Appearing telephonically was Mayor Jeff Hill and Councilmember Wade Carlisle. Councilmembers Darris and Haussman were both out of town on family business.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Shem Bowman led the pledge of allegiance and Samuel Bowman, President of the Holbrook Stake Center gave the invocation.

MISSION STATEMENT:

Vice-Mayor Stuart read the Mission Statement. 

CITY STAFF:  

Interim City Manager Fern Larson, Sergeant Matt Molique, Public Works Director Don Fischer, Attorney Sterling Solomon and City Clerk Cher Millage. 
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCMENTS/PRESENTATION:
Vice-Mayor Stuart reported that the new City Manager Carlo Pilgrim would begin work next Monday July 14, 2008. Vice-Mayor Stuart thanked Fern Larson, Interim Manager for always stepping in and serving the City at a moments notice and for keeping the budget on task.
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Jack Young petitioned the Council regarding the recertification of the Holbrook Levee stating that he was speaking on behalf of Holbrook’s concerned citizens.  Mr. Young asked if there had been any contact made by Staff to locate the missing information that would prove the levee was built properly.  Mr. Young stated that if the levee is not recertified by September 26, 2008 that a large portion of residents would be in the flood plain and would have to have costly flood insurance.  Mr. Young stated that every effort should be made to locate the missing files and that he would like to see the Council move forward as quickly as possible and that someone at City Hall is responsible for the safekeeping of these documents and asked if this person would be held accountable. Mr. Young asked how the City would go ahead with Economic Development if the levee is not recertified and asked what property would be worth. Mr. Young said that he had concerns with Woodson Engineering recertifying the levee and feels that this project should be put out to bid.  Mr. Young stated that he is requesting that the levee recertification be placed on the next agenda and that Staff have all necessary information so that the Council can move forward.  Mr. Young stated that it is the responsibility of the Council, Staff and City Attorney to follow up on this.
Jim Hudgens petitioned the Council regarding the levee recertification dittoing what Mr. Young had said.  Mr. Hudgens stated that a lot of paperwork needs to be done before contracting with Woodson Engineering. Mr. Hudgens stated that there is something wrong and we need to really go through and check it out. 
Randy Murph petitioned the Council regarding the proposal from Woodson Engineering stating that there are a lot of questions that are unanswered.  Mr. Murph stated for the amount of money that is being requested for the recertification the bid process should be followed. Mr. Murph stated that City Staff has an obligation to find the certification papers and all the stuff that was associated with the construction of the levee.  Mr. Murph stated that all avenues should be exhausted in attempting to resolve this matter. Mr. Murph asked the Council to very carefully consider this item and table it until we can get all the help and advice we can.  Mr. Murph stated that there are local people who are capable of helping with this matter.
CONSENT AGENDA:
Vice-Mayor Stuart asked that the spelling of Rome be corrected on page 42 of the work session minutes of February 5, 2008. Councilmember Cobb made a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda...  
   

   A. Claims/payment approval for June 19, 2008 thru July 3, 2008: Documentation for claims is available at City Hall.






(i):  All vendors excluding Walt’s Hardware.



   B.   Approval of out of state travel for water billing training-Administrative Services   Director James.




C.  Approval of out of state travel for IACP Conference-Police Chief Hartup.




D.  Approval of special event liquor license for the Navajo County Fair Inc., September 10-14, 2008.

          E.  Approval of expenditure to James, Cooke and Hobson a sole source provider to repair water booster pump not to exceed $6893.62-Public Works Director Fischer.




F.  Minutes of the work session held on February 5, 2008.




G.  Minutes of the special meeting held on June 12, 2008.




H.  Minutes of the special meeting held on June 25, 2008.

Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
CLAIMS/PAYMENT APPROVAL FOR JUNE 19, 2008 THRU JULY 3, 2008: Walt’s Hardware:

Councilmember Cobb made a motion to table this item as Mayor Hill and Councilmember Carlisle are appearing telephonically and cannot excuse themselves from this item. Councilmember Szink seconded and the item was tabled unanimously.
SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:
A. Vice-Mayor Stuart thanked the Kiwanis for placing the signs out for the 4th of July.

B. Vice-Mayor Stuart thanked the Holbrook Volunteer Fire Department for the fireworks and the wonderful Barbeque.

C. Vice-Mayor Stuart commended the Parks Department for getting the cemetery fence replaced.

D. Vice-Mayor Stuart offered condolences to the family of Frances Castillo.
E. Mayor Hill offered his congratulations to Rob Middleton for being the ADOT Employee of the Year.
F. Mayor Hill said that he was sorry to have missed the grand opening of NARBHA Center and thanked the Committee and others for all their hard work in getting the center located in Holbrook. Vice-Mayor stated that it was not a grand opening and that they would be holding a ceremony later on.
G. Mayor Hill stated that the new City Manager Carlo Pilgrim will be leaving for Holbrook tomorrow and should be here by Friday night and start work on July 14.
Council Members:

    
Manager’s Report:
A. Interim Manager Larson reported that she had received complaints about the old bus depot and it was decided to contact the property owner to see if he would be willing to have assistance in pigeon proofing the building.  Interim Manager Larson stated that with 16 volunteers including people from the Chamber, HIDC, herself and her husband and 3 ½ hours the project was completed with a few minor improvements to be made.  Interim Manager Larson stated that the sidewalk has been power washed by the City twice. 

B. Interim Manager Larson gave a quarterly Personnel report as follows:

PERSONNEL REPORT

FOURTH QUARTER FY08
RECOGNITION OF SERVICE:

ARMANDO AGUILERA
WATER/WASTEWATER
06/09/82
26 YEARS

JIM MOBLEY

GOLF COURSE

04/04/88
20 YEARS

JODY HARRELSON

POLICE DEPARTMENT
05/28/88
20 YEARS

CARLOS JIMINEZ

WATER


05/08/95
13 YEARS

TIM KELLEY


PUBLIC WORKS

05/15/95
13 YEARS

TONY SUTTON

POLICE DEPARTMENT
05/18/95
13 YEARS

LOUIS BALDONADO
WATER DEPARTMENT
05/23/99
  9 YEARS

CLAUDE TEASE

SANITATION

05/01/00
  8 YEARS

PATRICK SERNA

PARKS


05/30/00
  8 YEARS

TERMINATIONS:

CHRIS BAKER

POLICE DEPARTMENT
06/20/08   
RESIGNED

C.   Interim Manager Larson reported that City Hall will have limited services available July 21-25 due to the installation of the new computer system and asked that the public bear with Staff during this time.

OLD BUSINESS:

(Item #A)
Interim Manager Larson asked Council if they would like a work session on the final budget. Councilmember Cobb made a motion to hold a work session on the final budget August 5, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Councilmember Cobb made a motion to hold a work session with Woodson Engineering on the levee recertification on July 22, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Hill made a motion to hold a Joint Council meeting with the Council Ethics Ad-Hoc Committee.  Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to hold a work session with Dr. Maestas on August 26, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. Councilmember Szink seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Vice-Mayor Stuart asked that a review of standing committees be held in September. Vice-Mayor Stuart stated that she would like work sessions scheduled for the following also:  review of outstanding projects and grants, billboard moratorium, Hopi Travel Plaza, Code Enforcement, Airport and vacant building identification. 
 NEW BUSINESS:
(Item #A)

Vice-Mayor Stuart made a motion to table this item until July 22, 2008.  Councilmember Szink seconded. Councilmember Carlisle stated that when Woodson comes he would like to understand what the 65 thousand dollars in grandfathering services is for, the $625,000 engineering and design services and why Council is receiving this now in their packets when the last time they spoke with Woodson Engineering they were going to come back to Council and communicate what had been found.  Councilmember Carlisle stated at that time it was just a possibility and now it is in the form of a contract.  Councilmember Carlisle stated that this is shortsightedness on Staff’s and Woodson’s Engineering part to have placed this item on the agenda.  Councilmember Carlisle asked what the $175,000 for the next fiscal year would complete.  Councilmember Carlisle asked what could be done from a political position to get money for this whether it means going to Senator Kyl or Senator McCain as he does not know where the City is going to come up with the funds to complete this.  Vice-Mayor Stuart stated that she felt like the City was being punished for what they have done with the Levee.  Councilmember Cobb stated that he agreed with Councilmember Carlisle and said he wants to know how to get Senator Kyl on our side since he is trying to get funding for Winslow’s levee.  Councilmember Cobb stated that this is not a problem we generated. Vice-Mayor Stuart called for the question and the item was tabled until July 22, 2008.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

Attorney Solomon informed Council that the City Manager’s contract has been sent to them and Mr. Pilgrim. Attorney Solomon asked that Council direct Staff to place the following items on the next agenda:  Carsi Development, Verizon Wireless and Dd Consultants.
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTION TO STAFF:

Vice-Mayor Stuart directed Staff to place the following items on the next agenda: Carsi Development, Verizon Wireless and Dd Consultants.  
Mayor Hill asked Staff to provide an update on the RFQ for sales tax audit. Interim Manager Larson stated that the CPA is obtaining sample RFQ’s for Staff. 
Vice-Mayor Stuart asked when the end of the fiscal year financials would be ready.  Interim Manager Larson said that the June 30 financials will be in Council’s boxes tomorrow.
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:
Randy Murph presented the Council with a list of empty abandoned commercial buildings and empty homes with a cover letter from HIDC asking the City to enforce existing codes or adop new codes to address them.  Mr. Murph thanked the Chamber, Fern and her husband, Walt’s Hardware and whoever else that may have helped with the Bus Depot project.
Jim Gray petitioned the Council regarding Velma Perkins stating that it was good news that she had resigned from A’Kos grievance trial as she could not be fair and impartial.  Mr. Gray responded to Pam Searls comments that it was difficult to build a medical center when you do not have the deed to the land.  Mr. Gray stated that he was sure the City would give a deed if you stated that you would build a medical center within a certain time frame and if not the land would revert to the City.  Mr. Gray stated that it appears to some that the reason she might want the property from the City is because the property directly behind the City frontage is held by family interest. Mr. Gray stated that he hoped Ronaele’s intentions are to build a medical facility and if not hopefully they will give the property back to the City.  Mr. Gray thanked Councilmember Carlisle for the article he wrote in the Holbrook Tribune.  Mr. Gray said thank goodness the City did not annex Perkins Valley as he hated to imagine how much this would’ve cost the City.  Mr. Gray stated that the original intention of the Light Industrial Park was to bring new business and attention to Holbrook and that to purchase you would need three or four employees to qualify.  Mr. Gray stated that as time went by people bought the land and hung for sale or rent signs.  Mr. Gray said to top it off former Councilman Jack Young bought the property purely for speculative purposes.  Mr. Gray stated that the sale of these properties amounted to less than what the property cost the citizens. Mr. Gray stated that he believes personsm who formally held positions in the City took unfair advantage of the citizens of Holbrook.  Mr. Gray thanked Vice-Mayor Stuart and her husband for their recent donation to the Senior Citizens Center.
Mayor Hill stated that he and Councilmember Carlisle heard all the petitions from the public very clearly.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time Councilmember Szink made a motion to adjourn.  Councilmember Cobb seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________

        Jeff Hill, Mayor
CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the July 8, 2008.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Millage, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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