
 

 

 Jeff Hill will be sworn in as 
the new mayor; Phil Cobb & Kent 
Darris will be sworn in as new coun-
cil members; Charles Haussman 
was re-elected while Wade Carlisle, 
Cynthia Stuart and Stu Szink con-
tinue to form the balance of the 7 
member body that governs Hol-
brook. 

  Questions swirl around the 
topic ‘who will become the new 
Vice Mayor?’ That question and 
many others will be revealed and 
answered as the new council takes 
over on Tuesday, June 12th, shortly 
after 7PM. 

 We encourage you to at-
tend Tuesday night and view the 
swearing in ceremony as well as 
the rest of the agenda. 

 Plan to attend to see your 
council in action and to take an 
active role in the important deci-
sions facing and challenging our 
little oasis on the high desert plain. 

    1 New Mayor + 2 new council members  
= Reconstituted City Council  

News briefs: 
• Rainbow School expansion  

continues 
• Fred Dilley is new manager 

at ALCO 
• New race track by Hopi 

Travel Plaza? 
• OK RV Park increases over-

night stays and renews their 
area 

• Hopi annexation plans con-
tinue despite rumors to the 
contrary  

• Site selector visits continue  
 

• Poll:  
 
Do you want new retail, com-
mercial and industrial business 
in Holbrook?  Yes or No? send 
replies to  
akovach@ci.holbrook.az.us  
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Holbrook E.D. Update 

Focused Future Action Teams 

 Join the Action team leaders 
as they address the high aspirations 
of the Holbrook Focused Future 
document completed late last year. 

 “Now is the time for the core 
group to take these ideas and make 
them real” said Sally Odette, the Fo-
cused Future facilitator from APS at 
a recent meeting.  

 Five team leaders have been 
identified they will help prioritize and  
take action on each of the five major 
areas covered by the Focused Fu-
ture planning group.  

 Group #1 covers Community 
Image ; group #2 addresses Tour-
ism; Group #3 involves addressing 

versified economy; Group #4 will 
come to terms with Community Edu-
cation & Training and group #5 will 
look at the action plan for Down-
town revitalization. 

 These teams will outline a 
priority for the success of each area 
as well as combine strategies to ac-
complish these goals. 

 The next Action Team Lead-
ers meeting will be held at 5 PM 
Monday June 11th at the Beautiful 
Badlands. 

 If any of these five areas 
interest you, please plan to attend 
to offer your support.  



 

 

 Jon & Cas have high standards and 
hope to once again  reinvigorate the 
immediate neighborhood.   

 To apply for cook or wait staff posi-
tions call Jon at 928-225-2551 or 
stop by the restaurant where he is 
already spending many hours each 
day in 

The food must meet a very high stan-
dard and the support staff must be 
equal to the task.”  

 Plans call for major amounts of 
work on the roof and interior of the 
building. Once that phase is completed 
the coffee shop, restaurant and even-
tually the lounge will reopen.  

 My wife and I really like this historic 
Rt 66 area. We have been watching 
the traffic for quite some time and we 
know when we need to be open to 
serve the surrounding  commuters. 

Motel 6, new owners, new management 

Plainsman Remodel is on track 

 These council  items 
could change but here 
are the 14 items that 
were ready for the meet-
ing as of last week:  

 Topics include Council 
norms, procedures & poli-
cies; special event liquor 
license for the Elks ; Ap-
pointment of Council rep 
to the Holbrook Chamber 
of commerce; Award APS 
as sole source provider 
for Police Firing range; 

Council Goals; the 2008 
Budget; Increased fees 
discussion for commercial 
sanitation; public pool, golf 
course and magistrate 
court; possible CFD agree-
ment with Pacific Holt 
Corp; adoption of Guide-
lines for CFD’s; Possible 
approval of the sales and 
development agreement 
between Pacific Holt Corp 
and the City; extension of 
city manager’s contract,  
request for support of ac-

 Between the disabling 
problem of being offline 
for 9 business days cou-
pled with the ferocious 
wind storm last week that 
caused repeated power 
outages at City Hall,  our 
City Clerk was unable to 
publish the City council 
agenda on her normal 
schedule which is well in 
advance of each meeting. 
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 The grand icon that has been silent 
for about two years is coming back to 
life. 1001 West Hopi, otherwise known 
as The Plainsman Restaurant, is under-
going long overdue rehabilitation.  

 New owners Jon & Cas States are 
eager to restore vitality to the uptown 
neighborhood.  

 “I want to find the best possible 
wait and cook staff available in this 
area” said Jon, “my wife and I want to 
restore the restaurant to its glory days. 

Council Items for June 12th 

 We find ourselves 
in the happy position 
of welcoming  two 
newcomers to Hol-
brook.  

 SGI  partners 
John Ideue (pronounced E– dewa) and 
Russ Harper  moved to Holbrook in antici-
pation of buying and rehabilitating  the 
local Motel 6. The General Manager of the 
Holbrook  location is John Ideue. 

  Motel 6 is a well known rest stop for 
many road weary travelers. The 124 room 
facility here in Holbrook is one of the larg-

est motels in the City.  

 Current plans are to remodel each 
and every room by adding new carpet-
ing, furniture and reviving the entire 
operation. 

 “We love Holbrook”  exclaimed 
Russ Harper. “We are looking forward 
to becoming a part of this community” 
said John Ideue “we plan to be here for 
the long haul.”. 

 We welcome Russ & John to our 
great city! Stay tuned to these pages for 
Grand Opening plans. 

tive enforcement of  Article 3-
1 of the City Code; and the 
approval of a levee recertifica-
tion contract with Woodson 
Engineering. 

  

 

 

Harold Wilkins on achievement: 
“The world of achievement has 
always belonged to the optimist.” 

Colin Powell on success: “There 
are no secrets to success. It is 
the result of preparation, hard 
work, learning from failure.” 

Heraclitus on change: “There is 
nothing permanent except 
change.” 



 

 

 One common fear 
often expressed among 
current homeowners is 
‘loss of property value’. 
The fact is that home 
sales in Holbrook are 
up, demand is high, but 
the inventory of avail-
able homes is very low. 

 New homes are go-
ing up, but not fast 
enough to keep up with 
demand.  

 A recent appraisal 
of the Holbrook Heavy 
Industrial Park  shows 
that the market value 

is now $954.00 per acre, 
up significantly from the 
$250—$350 per acre val-
ues seen not long ago in 
this area.. 

 While some larger 
tracts of land are still sell-
ing for $500 or less per 
acre, smaller tracts of land 
are picking up steam.    

 Land without infra-
structure is always worth 
less than land sitting on or 
close to waste water and  

 The second page of 
the City Council agenda 
packet outlines the op-
portunities to be cov-
ered during the special 
study session regarding 
economic development  

 Increase your knowl-
edge base and network  
at this exciting forum.   

 Quantifying  base-
lines and measuring 
success is sometimes 

 

  

  

 

 

 

a long and tedious proc-
ess. 

 At each and every 
level of government deci-
sion makers deal with 
the human, emotional 
and economic impact of 
their decisions.  

 On June 12th at City 
Hall everyone is welcome 
to hear from some of the 
best and brightest talent  

What is it worth? 

Don’t miss E.D. Study Session June 12th 5:30 PM  

Joint effort will benefit city 

been well known in Hol-
brook for decade and 
we are excited about 
this new chapter of co-
operation to bring 
about new opportuni-
ties for Holbrook”, said 
Heward.  

 No specific plans 
were revealed although 
‘getting rooftops built’ 
is a high priority.  

 “Both families have  
hired Lyons Engineer-
ing to do our site plan-
ning and they are doing 
a fabulous job. Lyons  
is the same engineer-
ing company being 
used by pacific Holt 
Corp”, said Heward.  

 The result of this 
joint effort will result in 

     At the most recent 
Holbrook Investment & 
Development Council 
meeting former city 
council member Brad 
Heward announced  
that the Williams and 
Heward families were 
planning cooperative 
ventures. 

  The Heward and 
Williams families have 
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     For many months 
land sales  in and 
around Holbrook have 
skyrocketed. Not much 
has been made of this 
significant fact other 
than in these pages.  

 Newly closed and 
out-of-escrow land sales 
both inside and outside 
city limits have helped 
raise some eyebrows. 
More than 7,000 acres 
have changed hands. 

water lines.  Proximity to 
gas and electric also af-
fects the value of land.  

 New housing projects 
are being discussed but 
the city needs more hous-
ing now. 

 With new businesses 
and industry in town de-
mand continues to in-
crease.  

 Watch these pages 
for more updates. 

 we have in Arizona regarding 
E.D.  

  Some of the newest indus-
tries in Holbrook, newest busi-
nesses owners and HIDC lead-
ers will be in attendance. 
 This will be a terrific learn-
ing experience and networking 
opportunity, if you missed the 
last E.D. summit in March, this 
would be a great way to be 
briefed on new trends and 
facts concerning regionalism 
& E.D. 

some land changing hands , 
lot clean up and brand  new 
buildings to add to our skyline.   

 “This is a great city and we 
plan to help it grow, said He-
ward” 

What is in 
store for 

Holbrook’s 
skyline? 

Time  

5:30 PM 

Place: 

City Council Chambers 



 

 

City of Holbrook 
Economic Development Department 
465 First Avenue 
Holbrook, AZ 86025 
Phone: 928-524-6225 X 33 
Email:  akovach@ci.holbrook.az.us  

  

 Everyone has a story to tell, some have more than 
one. If we listen we might hear how to take accept a chal-
lenge in our lives without blaming God or someone else. 

  When my wife & I came to Arizona in the summer of 
2005, we looked throughout Navajo County for a place we 
wanted to call home. Despite the high mountain splendor 
found in south county, or the history in mid county or the fa-
vorite resting stop of the Eagle’s in west county we both 
chose Holbrook.  

  Without fanfare this quiet spot on a busy road has 
weathered many storms. Some of these storms were brought 
by man, others came as a result of mother nature. Through it 
all, the roots of this oasis in the high desert grew strong. 

  Holbrook has it. Holbrook possesses an amazing 
complexity, yet is inviting and friendly. Whether you wish to 
gaze at the big sky, breath fresh air or till the soil you can feel 
at home in Holbrook. If your sights are to establish a career, 
become an entrepreneur or establish a safe home in which to 
raise children, this is the place. So as you pause today to con-
template your next move in life, it may be worth your time to 
listen to someone else’s story, give thanks for what you have 
and then decide.  A’kos Kovach 

   

The Holbrook Detox center saga  

  

The Future is ours 

We are on the web: 

www.ci.holbrook.az.us 

Editor’s Corner 
Have questions about Holbrook? 

Email call or send us your questions, we 
will print as many  answers as possible 

that pertain to a larger audience. 

The editorial page is interactive, if 
you have questions or comments 

about items on this page, please con-
tact the editor. 

 

 Much has been written 
lately about the DeTox cen-
ter which was scheduled to 
be built in Holbrook. 

 The good news is all par-
ties concerned have moved 
towards an attainable solu-
tion, a Detox center in both 
Winslow and Holbrook 

 The primary goal of the 
Alcohol and Transient Is-
sues Committee in Hol-
brook has been the goal to 

address the humanitarian 
solution by breaking  the 
cycle of dependency and 
offering  alternatives to the 
victims of the disease of 
addiction. 

 We are very fortunate 
to have so many devoted 
citizens willing to spend so 
much time and energy on  
providing the best services 
possible for those in need, 
this is a great city indeed. 

 Attending the Holbrook 
Investment and Develop-
ment Council meetings 
offers you a birds eye view 
of what is new on the Hol-
brook Horizon. 

 At the most recent 
HIDC meeting Robert & 
LeAnn Arganbright made a 
cheerful and upbeat pres-
entation about the new 
paper they are bringing to 
Holbrook, Winslow and 
much of the Navajo Nation. 

 The Arganbrioghts also 
publish the Pioneer, well 
known throughout Navajo & 
Apache Counties, however 
the new paper will have it’s 
own identity and will focus 
on news in this area while 
expanding the circulation  
which will benefit advertis-
ers. 

 As with all new busi-
nesses, we welcome the 
High Plateau Voice to Hol-
brook!.  

The High Plateau Voice  
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The Children's Literature Bookshelf 
As reviewed by Dr. Terrance Nollen  

Eve Bunting.  Illustrated by Donald Carrick.  The Wednesday Surprise.  Clarion Books, New York, 1989, 
32 pages, Grades 1-3. 

 

  Life is full of surprises.  An unexpected birthday party is a frequent surprise for younger children.  Surprises can also be 
discovering a delightful, but unexpected experience.  Children usually feel their hearts beating rapidly on the advent of a surprise.  
This book talks about one such surprise.  Each Wednesday, Anna and Sam's grandma takes the bus across town to take care of 
her grandchildren for the evening.  During this pleasant event, Anna and her grandma read books together.  Grandma always 
brings a large sack of books for the evening.   Anna is only seven and is just beginning to learn how to read.  As they pore over 
numbers of books, Anna snuggles beside her grandmother pointing out words and experiencing the warmth of their love.  After an 
hour of reading, they eat ice cream together and enjoy still more books.  They are practicing together for the surprise. 

  Anna's father is a truck driver and is only home on week-ends.  This week-end, the family has planned a surprise birthday 
party for the father.  Little Anna is going to show her Dad how special her reading sessions with Grandma have been.  The week-
end finally gets there, and Dad returns home and goes to sleep.  The family then begins putting together the best birthday party 
they can think of.  There will be pot roast and gravy, birthday cake and candles.  The family carefully gift wraps all of Dad's pre-
sents.  When Dad wakes up, the party begins.  After a delicious dinner, the father begins opening his presents.  At the end of this 
he is told there is one more major present.  It is a surprise that will make him happier than any of the presents he has opened.  
Anna drags Grandma's heavy bag of books across the floor.  The reading begins.  Why does the father become so stunned and 
moved by the reading?  Why does Anna have such a pleased look of contentment on her face?  Why is grandma beaming with joy?  
Do you have the charity to change the way your family experiences life?  What is this powerful and moving surprise anyway?  To 
find out, read this uplifting story of intergenerational family love, The Wednesday Surprise by Eve Bunting. 

  Eve Bunting is one of the most prolific writers of children's literature in the United States.  She has won many awards, and 
writes both novels and picture books.  Eve Bunting writes on many topics and is both readable and interesting to read.  I hope you 
are touched by The Wednesday Surprise.  Read the book out loud with your child, the ending usually moves most people.  I hope 
you enjoy this fine picture book. 

E.D.— Q & A 

Q: Why didn’t you promote all the 
realtors in Holbrook in the last 
E.D. edition?  

A:    I do my best to promote busi-
nesses in Holbrook. My intention is 
to focus on  not only what we have 
here in Holbrook but also what we 
all want and need. In my daily activi-
ties I often refer individuals looking 
for homes, rental space, etc to con-
tact the realtors who are on the 
multi list and one that is not on the 
multi list, which is Jennings Realty. 
We do not slight anyone, we do pro-
mote our local businesses regularly. 

Q: Where can I get help in writing a 

business plan? 

A:  I strongly encourage people to 
 call David Hansen, (928) 536-
 6246, he is the  Business and 
 Industry Training Coordinator for 
 NPC. NPC offers a myriad of ser
 vices to small business people 
 and entrepreneurs. 

 Q: Where is the best place to re
 search  the names of absentee 
 property owners? 

A: Personally I use the County web-
site. Go to the assessors parcel 
pages. You can search by ad-
dress, name of the party or loca-
tion, it is a very helpful website.. 

Q: Are there funds available to re-
habilitate buildings along Hopi 
Dr.? 

A: Yes. Most of Hopi Drive is also 
designated as Historic Route 
66. There are matching grant 
programs available to help with 
numerous types of projects in-
cluding rehabilitation.  Holbrook 
also has a Main Street program 
that also has funds available for 
neon sign rehabilitation. 

We welcome questions and will do 
our best to provide good solids an-
swers and facts. 
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