 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE


HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL HELD ON DECEMBER 8, 2009 
CALL TO ORDER:  

Mayor Hill called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.
ROLL CALL:

Mayor Jeff Hill, Vice-Mayor Matt Searles, Councilmembers Wade Carlisle, Kent Darris, Charles Haussman, Phil Cobb and Myron Maxwell. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION:

Councilmember Cobb led the pledge of allegiance and Paul Barger gave the invocation.

CITY STAFF:  

Interim City Manager Ray Alley, Lieutenant Jody Harrelson and City Clerk Cher Reyes. 
CEREMONIALS/ANNOUNCMENTS/PRESENTATION:
PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Leo Maestas petitioned the Council regarding the NPC property purchase.  Mr. Maestas stated that he had petitioned the Council regarding this item on several occasions telling them that it was a wasteland and now there is a headline in the Holbrook Tribune stating that ADEQ is requiring NPC to clean up the landfill.  Mr. Maestas stated that the former Mayor voted to purchase this property then was given the contract to clean it up.  Mr. Maestas stated that he will be letting Koponiki and Bill Jeffers know how he feels.
CONSENT AGENDA:
Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda.  
A. Claims/payment approval for November 19 thru December 2, 2009.
B. Minutes of the regular meeting held on November 24, 2009. 
C. Minutes of the work session held on November 24, 2009.
D. Minutes of the work session held on November 19, 2009.
Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

CLAIMS/PAYMENT APPROVAL FOR NOVEMBER 19, 2009 THRU DECEMBER 2, 2009: Walt’s Hardware:
Mayor Hill and Councilmember Carlisle excused themselves from this item as they are the owners of Walt’s Hardware and left the Chambers.  Councilmember Darris made a motion to approve the claims for Walt’s Hardware.  Councilmember Haussman seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS:

Mayor:
A. Mayor Hill thanked the Chamber for a wonderful Christmas Parade.

B. Mayor Hill thanked Bob Dunlap of APS for assisting with getting the Christmas decorations lit. 
Council Members:

A. Councilmember Cobb stated that the Christmas Parade was awesome.

B. Councilmember Cobb reported that the Elks and Masons would hold Clothe-a-child on December 19, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.  

Manager’s Report:
A. Interim Manager Alley reported that the levee re-certification paperwork should be submitted by December 14, 2009.
B. Interim Manager Alley stated that the budget process is coming up and that he has gotten a jump start with the Golf Course Committee.  Interim Manager Alley reported that the Golf Course Committee has a meeting on Thursday at 4:30.

C. Interim Manager Alley stated that he would be coming to the Council at a later date to recommend closing out the liquor license at the Golf Course.

D. Interim Manager Alley reported that he is using prisoner help to clean up the downtown area and it is looking good. Interim Manager Alley reported that he will continue to utilize prison labor.

E. Interim Manager Alley reported that the property which was discussed at the last meeting the condemnation process has been started.

F. Interim Manager Alley stated that he would like a work session with the Chamber of Commerce before the end of the year and this date would be announced. 

OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:
A. Commander Sutton from the Navajo County Sheriff’s Department requested to be allowed to fence the west side of the Sheriff’s office located on W. Arizona Street.  Commander Sutton stated that the Fire Department and utilities will be given a card lock to have access to the gate.  Councilmember Darris made a motion to approve the license agreement with Navajo County Sheriff’s Department.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
B. Mayor Hill presented Resolution 09-15 captioned as follows:  
A RESOLUTION DECLARING A DOCUMENT A PUBLIC RECORD

Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to adopt Resolution 09-15.  Councilmember Darris seconded and the resolution was adopted unanimously.

C. Mayor Hill presented Ordinance 09-14 captioned as follows: 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA, ADDING TO CHAPTER 3, HEALTH AND SAFETY, ARTICLE, GENERAL OFFENSES, SECTION 3-4-10, BANNING THE SALE OF CERTAIN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN GLASS CONTAINERS

Mayor Hill asked City Clerk Reyes if this Ordinance would be voted on this evening due to the emergency clause.  Clerk Reyes stated that this was correct and only one reading was necessary. Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to adopt Ordinance 09-14.  Councilmember Cobb seconded.  A roll call vote was held with the following results: Councilmember Carlisle, “aye”, Councilmember Cobb, “aye”, Councilmember Darris, “aye”, Councilmember Haussman, “aye”, Councilmember Maxwell, “aye”, Vice-Mayor Searles, “aye” and Mayor Hill, “aye”.
D. Mayor Hill presented Resolution 09-16 captioned as follows: 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HOLBROOK, ARIZONA TEMPORARILY AMENDING THE FEES FOR THE HIDDEN COVE GOLF COURSE IN THE CITY OF HOLBROOK.

Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to adopt the resolution.  Councilmember Cobb seconded.  Interim Manager Alley stated that Staff may come back at another date and rescind this Resolution as they may come up with another plan.  Mayor Hill called for the question and the motion carried unanimously.
E. Interim Manager Alley explained that NPC has not fulfilled their obligations on the property purchase from January 2008.  Mr. Alley stated that nine structures were to have been removed but have not been and he estimates it will cost over $200,000 to do such. Interim Manager Alley stated that the Attorney has written a letter to NPC giving the College notice of breach of contract.  Mr. Alley stated that he has sent similar letters to other individuals who have purchased property from the City and have failed to make their payments. Mr. Alley stated that we have a hunk of land we cannot do anything with and it included ADEQ issues. Interim Manager Alley stated that he does not believe it is the best interest of the College or the City to spend all these additional fees.  Councilmember Darris made a motion to instruct Staff and legal counsel to send the draft letter to NPC and if necessary take legal action to recover the $282,702.50 plus any legal fees. Councilmember Carlisle seconded. Councilmember Cobb suggested that the Council go on the concept of a good neighbor and send a letter but before beginning legal action have an informal sit down with representatives from NPC.  Councilmember Cobb stated that perhaps we could amicably come to a resolution. Interim Manager Alley stated that he has already spoken with Mr. Hatch regarding this matter and he will try to get in touch with the College representatives. Councilmember Haussman asked if Councilmember Darris’ motion was to direct Staff to send a letter and take further action if necessary but did not include litigation.  Councilmember Darris stated that this was correct.  Councilmember Haussman asked that Councilmember Cobb not bring litigation into the discussion as that is not a part of the motion. Mayor Hill stated that if litigation does occur the citizens will be paying NPC and the City to fight each other.  Mayor Hill stated that this is an opportunity for NPC to step up and be a good neighbor as the City has not violated any portion of the contract.  Mayor Hill stated that he wants our money back and he does not want the property rezoned as a landfill.  Mayor Hill stated that we have to do the right thing for the City of Holbrook. Councilmember Maxwell stated that this would take a good negotiator to work it out.  Councilmember Maxwell stated that several things have changed since the property was purchased including the economy.  Mayor Hill stated that his understanding was the property would be sold in an amount to equal purchase price which did not happen.  Mayor Hill called for the question and the motion carried unanimously.
F. Mayor Hill stated that the Public Safety Retirement Board needs new members appointed and that Chris Baker and Ray Alley have agreed to serve.  Councilmember Carlisle made a motion to appoint Mr. Baker and Mr. Alley to the Board.  Councilmember Haussman seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
G. Interim Manager Alley stated that dispatchers are working 12 hour shifts and overtime is running between $3000-$4000.00 and the Police Department would like to hire the dispatch replacement.  Interim Manager Alley stated that his only concern is that later on the Police Department budget may have to be looked at and possibly cut but he thinks they need the position.  Interim Manager Alley stated that he knows the Chief has a Secretary who fills in one day per week. Interim Manager Alley asked if there is enough work for this secretarial position.  Councilmember Darris stated that he does not believe he could agree to cut a dispatch or officer position and it concerns him and there will not be a position open for a civilian to move into.  Councilmember Darris asked if this could be tabled until Chief Jackson returns as he does not want to open a can of worms and have to lay off someone.  Interim Manager Alley stated that he has not discussed this with the Chief.  Councilmember Haussman asked if historically the Police Department has run with 5 dispatchers.  Sergeant Harrelson stated that it has.  Councilmember Haussman stated that if the dispatch position is hired they should be told that their position could possibly be cut. Councilmember Darris stated that he did not want the Police Department to hire this position and then have to cut a position. Interim Manager Alley stated that it is a needed service so cuts will not be high on his list. Sergeant Harrelson stated that if two dispatchers call in sick an officer has to be pulled off the road to dispatch. Councilmember Haussman made a motion to authorize the Police Department to fill the Dispatch position.  Councilmember Cobb seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
None.
POST EXECUTIVE SESSION:
CALL TO THE AUDIENCE:

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting by unanimous consent at 8:00 p.m.
                                                                                   ________________________

        Jeff Hill, Mayor
CERTIFICATION:

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Holbrook City Council held on the December 8, 2009.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was present.

                                                                            __________________________








Cher Reyes, CMC, CPM, City Clerk
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